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Landlord Responsibility for Bed Bugs 

How to handle a bed bug problem in your rental unit. 

By Marcia Stewart (/law-authors/marcla-stewart.html) � 
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Bed bug problem? It happens to even the best of apartments. Bed bugs can catch a ride in your suitcase or used 

furniture (beware of second hand mattresses!) or on your clothing. The critters can even travel from another 

apartment in your building. If you're not sure if you have bed bugs (maybe it's fleas from your dog?), check out 

the article How to Identify a Bed Bug Infestation (http://www.vdacs.virginia.gov/pesticides/pdffiles/bb­

identify1.pdf) by a Virginia Tech professor. And if you really want to know everything about bed bugs, check out 

the website BedBugCentral (http://www.bedbugcentral.com/) and see the EPA Bed Bug Information 

(http://www.epa.gov/pesticides/bedbugs/) section. 

Here's how to deal with a bed bug infestation. (Hint: A can of Raid is 

not going to do the job.) 

Report the Bed Bug Problem to Your Landlord 

If you suspect bed bugs, contact your landlord or manager right 

away. Your landlord should bring in a qualified exterminator to 

inspect for and measure the concentration of bed bugs in your 

rental (and also adjoining units). Your landlord should give you 

proper notice of entry (http://www.nolo.com/legal-

encycl oped ia/cha rt-notice-require me nts-enter-renta 1-2 9033. html) 

for the exterminator's inspection. 
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