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Division of Senior and Disability Services


Adult Protective Services Policy Unit  

Subject:  Enhancements to Adult Protective Services Legislation 

During the 2016 legislative session, two bills passed that impact Adult Protective Services (APS) laws. Senate Bill 732 and House Bill 2332 went into effect on August 28, 2016. 
Senate Bill 732 modifies the definition of abuse to “the infliction of physical, sexual, or emotional injury or harm including financial exploitation by any person, firm, or corporation and bullying” (192.2400(1), RSMo). The bill establishes a definition for bullying as “intimidation or harassment that causes a reasonable person to fear for his or her physical safety or property and may consist of physical actions including gestures; cyberbullying; oral, electronic, or written communication; and any threat of retaliation for reporting such acts” (192.2400(2), RSMo). 
House Bill 2332 revises the list of mandated reporters under sections 192.2400 to 192.2470, RSMo, to include first responders defined as “any person trained and authorized by law or rule to render emergency medical assistance or treatment. Such persons may include, but shall not be limited to, emergency first responders, police officers, sheriffs, deputy sheriffs, firefighters, emergency medical technicians, or emergency medical technician-paramedics” (192.2405(2)4., RSMo). The bill also expands the mandate of reporting abuse and neglect to include disabled adults, whereas prior to this the mandate only applied to individuals over the age of 60 years (192.2405.1(2), RSMo).
Policy 1701.30: Chapter 192, Statutes Governing Adult Protective Services has been revised to contain links to applicable statutes that drive current APS policy. Updates have been made to policy 1702.20: Mandated Reporters to reflect legislative changes. Appendix A of Chapter 1702.20 has been eliminated as the listing of mandated reporters has been incorporated into 1702.20. Chapter 1708.00: Glossary has been created to provide a listing of commonly used terms.
Impact to practice regarding both bills is anticipated to be minimal because reports involving bullying are already being accepted and investigated as part of emotional abuse, mandated reporters are already making reports on disabled adults, and “first responders” are already making reports. 
	Necessary Action:

1. Review this memorandum.
2. Review changes to 1701.30: Chapter 192, Statutes Governing Adult Protective Services and 1702.20: Mandated Reporters.

3. Review added 1708.00: Glossary.
4. Any questions should be cleared through normal supervisory channels and directed to: APSPolicy@health.mo.gov or by calling Amanda Mabey at (573) 526-5391.
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