(1/ WHat You Neeb 1o Know
Immunizations are the best protection against serious diseases. Vaccines are safe and effective
and were developed to protect individuals from dangerous and sometimes deadly diseases.

However, some children cannot be immunized for medical reasons. Claiming a medical
exemption represents a physician’s determination that the child is allergic to some
immunization components, has an immune deficiency or has an illness such as cancer.

Unimmunized children are at greater risk of exposure to vaccine-preventable diseases,
some of which can be life-threatening. To protect those who cannot be vaccinated and
the entire community, unimmunized children could be excluded from school and child care
during disease outbreaks. This can cause hardship for the child and parent.

A student shall be exmpted from the immunization requirements, upon signed certification
by a licensed doctor of medicine (MD), doctor of osteopathy (DO), or his or her designee
indicating that either the immunization would seriously endanger the student’s health or
life or the student has documenttion of disease or laboratory evidence of immunity to the
disease.

The Medical Immunization Exemption card must be provided on an original Department of
Health and Senior Services’ form Imm.P.12 and placed on file with the school immunization
health record or child care facility.

Immunizations may save your child’s life.

Missouri Department of Health and Senior Services ® Bureau of Immunizations ® 800.219.3224

AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY/AFFIRMATIVE ACTION EMPLOYER
Services provided on a nondiscriminatory basis.
Hearing- and speech-impaired citizens can dial 711. 816 (12-18)




