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MEDIA BRIEFING MESSAGE (1)
Ladies and gentlemen, thank you for attending this press conference.  We appreciate your help in providing information to the public as quickly as possible.

We are facing a disease that we have not had to deal with in this nation in nearly 30 years.  This is an unsettling time, and I understand that many of you may be frightened.  Let me assure you that the (county/city) Health Department and its partners are actively working to protect the health of our community.

What we know right now is that the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention have confirmed (number of ) cases of smallpox in (where).  Missouri (is) (is not) one of those states.  Since the last naturally occurring case of smallpox was in 1977, the re-emergence of this disease is a concern.

The Health Department has activated its response plan, and is communicating with local, state and federal authorities to determine the best way to respond locally to protect the health of our citizens.  We are working closely with area health care providers, hospitals and other public health agencies to carefully monitor the situation in the nation, as well as the health of our community.

Smallpox is a highly contagious and sometimes fatal infectious disease that is spread from person-to-person through close personal contact or through contaminated body fluids.  There is no specific treatment for smallpox.  The best prevention is vaccination.

Routine smallpox vaccinations were not given after 1980, so today we have a largely unvaccinated population.  As we speak, the federal government is arranging to ship us enough smallpox vaccine to vaccinate our entire county population.  As soon as we know when the vaccine will arrive, we will provide you with specific information on where you should go to be vaccinated.

Nearly thirty years ago public health successfully wiped out smallpox, and today the tools and methods we used then to respond to disease outbreaks are even better.  Together we will take action to protect our community and minimize the effect of this disease on our nation.

We have enacted our response plan and will keep you updated as more information becomes available.  
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