
Mass Prophylaxis – PODS

Key Messages

The ______________County Health Department is partnering with community partners to provide medication/vaccinations as mass prophylaxis to the community at large.

In a worst-case scenario requiring prophylaxis of hundreds of thousands of patients, all of the PODs in _________County will be opened and operational. More likely, only a smaller number of PODs will be required to provide services for persons meeting the prophylaxis eligibility requirements determined by the department’s disease investigation staff. 

The following table provides information about how many PODs may be required to provide prophylaxis for increasingly larger numbers of persons:

	Estimated Number Requiring Prophylaxis
	Number of Dispensing Sites Opened

	<1000
	1

	1,001 – 25,000
	1 – 3

	25,001 – 100,000
	3 – 10

	>100,000
	10 – ALL


The number of PODs opened not only depends on the number of persons requiring treatment but also where the patients are located in the community. The number of active PODs may be increased or decreased as the event proceeds and information is obtained. 

The public PODs are located at the ____________ schools in _________ County (unless specified otherwise).  In the Springfield school district, the public Dispensing Sites are at established community facilities.  (see Appendix _____for listing)

These designated public PODs offer many advantages:

1. Asymptomatic patients will be diverted from area hospitals.

2. Serve evenly demographically defined areas throughout community.

3. Most have large parking facilities and easy access.

4. Most facilities have large open rooms, small classrooms, kitchen facilities, adequate parking and restrooms.

5. Classrooms can be used for special needs individuals or separating symptomatic persons.

6. These sites also have needed equipment such as copiers, faxes, telephone lines, computers and internet connections, paper stock, other office supplies, tables, and chairs.

7. The use of a predefined number of large PODs will:

· Minimize the requirements (drivers, vehicles etc.) to transport SNS assets.

· Reduce the distribution time of SNS assets to all persons requiring prophylaxis.

· Enable law enforcement to provide more comprehensive security at a limited number of Dispensing Sites, and minimize time providing escorts to drivers transporting SNS assets.

· Reduce the number of nurses, doctors and pharmacists needed to help process patients.

8. The school facilities currently have at least one school nurse who has a good idea of the demographics and people in their community. Some of the school nurses routinely report in the High Alert Surveillance System (HASS) and therefore are a key partner in local epidemiological surveillance activities.

9. People generally know the school district they live in and the location of the school.

10. Keeping the PODs at a consistent location allows for a more simple public information message, which should help to reduce confusion during a high stress situation.

PODs can be opened or closed as the situation dictates.

Large employers in the community may elect to offer medication/vaccinations to their employees and employees’ families through the company’s employee health system. These Closed PODs would not be open to the public nor would their locations or specific information about them be released to the public or the media.

Other large groups of people may be treated at separate Private Dispensing Sites. These groups could be colleges or universities, hospitals (both patients and employees), nursing homes, detention facilities, large employers or home bound individuals. These Private PODs would not be open to the public nor would their locations or specific information about them be released to the public or the media. (see Appendix ________ for listing)

Caretakers of non-mobile groups (such as nursing homes, residential facilities for the disabled, group homes, prisons, detention facilities, isolated communities (Amish), homebound or hospitalized patients) will be provided medications/vaccinations to deliver to the individuals they are responsible to care for.  

Local health care providers may be able to treat the effected community through established public health clinics or other health care facilities, depending on the number of effected people. This would eliminate the need for public PODs. 
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