INSTRUCTIONS TO THE PUBLIC WAITING FOR DECONTAMINATION AT THE SCENE OF THE INCIDENT

You may have been exposed to radioactive particles. The particles from the explosion may have settled as dust on your clothes or body. In order to protect your health, you may be asked to go to a decontamination center. Do not panic, your health is not in immediate danger. You should follow these directions to prepare for decontamination:

· Go to the designated area.
· Do not touch your face or put anything into your mouth.
· Enter the screening area and stand for a screening (survey) of yourself with clothing, and provide the workers with necessary personal information.
· After you are screened, you will be directed to leave if minimal or no contamination is present. If contamination is found, you will be directed to the wash area, or you may be sent home with instructions how to clean up (decontaminate) there.
· If you are directed to enter the wash area, you will be segregated with individuals of the same gender. To the extent possible, families will be kept together through the decontamination process. 
· Prepare to remove your outer garments behind a privacy curtain. If radioactive material is on your clothes, removing them will reduce the external contamination and decrease the risk of internal contamination. 
· Prompt removal of outer clothing will also reduce the length of time that you are exposed to radiation. 
· When removing the clothing be careful of any clothing that has to be pulled over the head. 
· Try to either cut the article off or prevent the outer layer from coming in contact with the nose and mouth area. You may also hold your breath while carefully pulling the article over the head.
· You will be provided with plastic bags. Place all of your clothing in one bag and your valuables in another plastic bag and seal them. You may be asked to double bag your belongings to minimize the potential for bag rupture. 
· You will be instructed on how to handle these items at a later time when we know more about the hazards of the material used.

· Pass through the wash area.

· When you reach the end of the wash station you will be given clothing to put on, and then be directed to the final staging area.
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