
BIOTERRORISM PREPAREDNESS

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

SCHOOLS

If an attack occurs when can I pick my child up from school?  Check with your child’s school to determine their emergency plan and protocols.

What will happen to my child at school?  Check with your child’s school to determine their emergency plan and protocols.

Is my child at greater risk from chemical or biological attack than adults are?  Experts believe children may be disproportionately affected by chemical or biological agents, if they are exposed, for several reasons.  Children may be more likely to have skin cuts or scrapes through which germs can enter the body.  For their body weight, children have a greater skin surface than adults, and they breathe faster than adults.  Both factors may result in their absorbing a larger dose of these agents.  It is harder to make a diagnosis in young children, because they cannot report what has happened to them and how they are feeling.  In addition, some antibiotics and other treatments have not been studied as well in children as in adults.

How can I talk to my children effectively about the threat of bioterrorism?  It is important to allow children to express their fears and concerns and to communicate to them that they are safe.  Given what they may have seen on television, children need to know that parents, health care providers and the government are doing everything they can do to protect children from harm.  Keep family routines intact will also help children feel safe.  In addition, watching too much media coverage of bioterrorism can be traumatizing.  It is unwise to let children to view footage of traumatic events.

How can I get medication to my child at school?  Check with your child’s school to determine their emergency plan and protocols.

How can I get a message to my child at school?  Check with your child’s school to determine their emergency plan and protocols.

Are private schools participating in the High Alert Surveillance System (HASS)? There are no private schools currently participating in HASS, but BERT is actively seeking more HASS partners.  Contact your local public health department if you are interested in adding your school to HASS.

Will BERT work with schools to ensure they have a good, workable emergency plan and fit in with the county emergency plan? BERT has and will continue to encourage local schools to have an emergency plan in place and to partner with their county LEPC or Emergency Management Director to ensure that the school plan fits in with the county emergency plan.


