
BIOTERRORISM PREPAREDNESS

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

GENERAL INFORMATION
What is bioterrorism?  Bioterrorism is the deliberate or threatened use of bacteria, viruses, and toxins to cause disease, death, or fear. Bioterrorism could also be directed against livestock, food crops, and environmental resources such as reservoirs.

During or after a bioterrorist attack, will it be safe for me to travel?  Your local public health department will give you guidelines on evacuation, travel, or sheltering-in-place, based on the location of the attack, and the type of biological or chemical agent used in the attack. 

During or after a bioterrorist attack, should I go to work?  Your local public health department will give you guidelines on evacuation, travel, or sheltering-in-place, based on the location of the attack, and the type of biological or chemical agent used in the attack.
If there is a bioterrorist attack, will gas prices go up?  Gas prices are determined by supply and demand and should not be affected strictly because of a biological attack.  However, there is no guarantee that prices will not fluctuate.

Will regular services like telephone, electricity, trash pickup and mail be interrupted?  Depending on the type of biological or chemical attack, regular services may be interrupted.  Public works officials have existing plans to handle emergency situations and will work to get regular services restored as quickly as possible.

What are officials doing to protect me?  The best protection for our county is a strong and prepared public health system; well-trained physicians and other medical personnel who can recognize an illness caused by a biological agent; coordinated planning between medical, public health, emergency management, and law enforcement personnel; and an informed public. Government agencies, health care institutions, and public health agencies can and are doing more to improve capacity to protect the public following a bioterrorist attack.

What more can be done nationally and globally?  National and international institutions are working together to strengthen the public health infrastructure, to more effectively monitor the threat of biological weapons, to identify actions likely to prevent the proliferation of bioweapons, and develop a coordinated plan for monitoring the worldwide emergence of infectious diseases. Investment in the public health system is the best possible defense against any outbreak of infectious disease, whether natural or deliberate. Given the ease of travel and increasing globalization, an outbreak anywhere in the world should be considered a threat to all nations.



12/7/15


