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Missouri’s BinaxNOW Antigen Testing Program for K-12 Institutions 

(Look for this icon 
June 9, 2021 
 throughout the document to view the most recent updates.) 

The federal government has prioritized public and private K-12 districts/schools to receive 
Abbott’s BinaxNOW rapid antigen test kits to test school personnel and students for COVID-19. 
This program has been extended through June 2022, pending legislative approval. The Missouri 
Department of Elementary and Secondary Education (DESE) strongly believes that these rapid 
antigen tests will be instrumental in both opening schools and keeping schools open so they can 
safely deliver onsite education to as many students as possible. Please read the following 
information carefully for additional information about participation in the Missouri BinaxNOW 
K-12 Testing Program.

The Abbott BinaxNOW test is a minimally invasive anterior nasal swab test. The test must be 
administered by a trained health professional (e.g. nurse or doctor), and yields results in just 15 
minutes without any additional equipment. The Missouri Department of Health and Senior 
Services (DHSS) has established statewide orders enabling school-based RNs and LPNs, or their 
designee, to administer the test for symptomatic or asymptomatic people at the point-of-care 
(See Appendix B). The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) provides additional 
information on antigen testing here. 

The CDC offers considerations for ways in which schools can help protect students and staff and 
slow the spread of SARS-CoV-2, the virus that causes coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19). 
Testing to diagnose COVID-19 is one component of a comprehensive response strategy and 
should be used in conjunction with promoting behaviors that reduce spread, maintaining 
healthy environments, maintaining healthy operations, and preparing for when someone gets 
sick.  Schools should work with local public health officials to decide and how to use testing.  

CDC also offers Interim Considerations for Testing for K-12 School Administrators and Public 
Health Officials based on what is currently known about COVID-19 as of December 4, 2020. 
Schools should carry out these strategies in a way that protects privacy and confidentiality, 
consistent with applicable laws and regulations. In addition to state and local laws, regulations 
and guidance, school administrators should follow guidance from the Equal Employment 
Opportunity Commission when offering COVID-19 testing to school personnel. Schools also 
should follow guidance from the U.S. Department of Education on the Family Educational Rights

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/lab/resources/antigen-tests-guidelines.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/lab/resources/antigen-tests-guidelines.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/lab/resources/antigen-tests-guidelines.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/schools.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/testing/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/schools.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/schools.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/schools.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/schools.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/schools.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/schools.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/schools.html
https://health.mo.gov/living/lpha/lphas.php
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/k-12-testing.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/k-12-testing.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/k-12-testing.html
https://www.eeoc.gov/wysk/what-you-should-know-about-covid-19-and-ada-rehabilitation-act-and-other-eeo-laws
https://www.eeoc.gov/wysk/what-you-should-know-about-covid-19-and-ada-rehabilitation-act-and-other-eeo-laws
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and Privacy Act (FERPA) and its applicability to students and COVID-19 contact tracing and 
testing. 

Test Site Obligations 
Public and private PK-12 districts/schools that wish to receive BinaxNOW tests to administer 
at school must first complete the online application here. The application requests the 
following information: 

• Student enrollment and number of staff members
• Number of tests desired, if less than the maximum allocation
• Primary point of contact
• Testing locations, including building names and addresses
• All health care professionals and trained staff who will administer the tests and their

professional license numbers
• Shipping address for receiving the test kits
• Affirmation that the district/school meets the requirements for receiving the BinaxNOW

test kits

Districts/schools will receive notification when their application is approved. For questions 
about the online application process, please email AntigenTesting@dese.mo.gov. 

If your district/school does not have a health professional available to administer the 
BinaxNOW test onsite, please contact Marjorie Cole, State School Nurse Consultant at 
Marjorie.Cole@health.mo.gov. Districts/schools may choose to work with an outside entity, 
such as a local public health agency or medical clinic, to administer the BinaxNOW tests for 
their staff and students, as long as these entities meet requirements (i.e., training, CLIA waiver, 
reporting, etc.) set forth for BinaxNOW testing. 

To participate, schools must agree to meet the following conditions: 
Prior to Using BinaxNOW Tests: 
• The district/school has medical personnel available to administer the tests.
• Testing personnel will complete the required training and training documentation as

outlined in this guidance document prior to administering any BinaxNOW tests.
• The district/school is able to receive the tests in one central location and store the

amount of tests requested.
• The district/school will follow the electronic reporting process.
• The district/school has a process in-place for disposal of infectious waste created

through the testing process.

Ongoing BinaxNOW Testing Program Requirements: 
• Testing personnel will adhere to the written Instructions for Use (IFU) provided by the

https://studentprivacy.ed.gov/sites/default/files/resource_document/file/FERPA%20and%20Coronavirus%20Frequently%20Asked%20Questions.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/php/contact-tracing/contact-tracing-plan/contact-tracing.html
https://mophep.maps.arcgis.com/apps/opsdashboard/index.html#/a704927dfebe4819aae8848411e58859
mailto:AntigenTesting@dese.mo.gov
mailto:Marjorie.Cole@health.mo.gov
https://survey123.arcgis.com/share/9d4f3fb8067b4e37b7814c9e5b21e703
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manufacturer in the test package insert. 
• The district/school will ensure DHSS has up-to-date information on test administrators

and testing locations.
• The district/school will abide by the infectious waste disposal criteria.
• The district/school will have all individuals being tested, or his/her parent/guardian, sign

an authorization for testing.
• Test sites must submit all required data elements to DHSS at within 24 hours of

conducting tests.
• Test sites must retain documentation related to this testing program for at least two

years.

Information about Abbott’s BinaxNOW Rapid Antigen Test Kits 
The Abbott BinaxNOW rapid antigen test is intended for qualitative detection of protein antigen 
from SARS CoV-2 in individuals suspected of COVID-19 within the first seven days of symptom 
onset. This U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) authorized diagnostic test does not require 
any instrumentation to test the samples and instead determines a COVID-19 negative or 
positive result using a test card. To conduct the test, health professionals insert a swab into the 
anterior nasal cavity. For technical usage questions about the BinaxNOW™ test, contact 
Abbott technical support directly at ts.scr@abbott.com or 1-800-257-9525. 

Waiver to Perform Laboratory Testing 
The Emergency Use Authorization supports testing in point-of-care settings operating under 
a Clinical Laboratory Improvement Amendment (CLIA) Certificate of Waiver, Certificate of 
Compliance or Certificate of Accreditation. Any site that performs laboratory testing must 
follow applicable regulatory requirements including federal, state, and local mandates for 
testing, as well as requirements for the safety and confidentiality of personal information. 
Use of this authorized test is limited to CLIA certified laboratories. DHSS has established a 
process whereby health professionals within districts/schools can administer the BinaxNOW 
test under a centralized CLIA Certificate of Waiver. Districts/schools will provide DHSS’ 
BinaxNOW Lab Director with information needed for complying with the CLIA waiver through 
the application process. 

Districts/schools must notify the Missouri BinaxNOW Lab Director with any changes made to 
the information provided in the initial DESE application, including changes in staff or locations 
for administering the tests. For questions about CLIA requirements and notifications of 
changes, email Russ Drury at Russ.Drury@health.mo.gov. 

Public Readiness and Emergency Preparedness Act (PREP Act) 
The Public Readiness and Emergency Preparedness Act (PREP Act) added new legal authorities 
to the Public Health Service (PHS) Act to provide liability immunity related to the manufacture, 
testing, development, distribution, administration, and use of medical countermeasures against 

https://www.globalpointofcare.abbott/en/product-details/navica-binaxnow-covid-19-us.html
mailto:ts.scr@abbott.com
https://www.fda.gov/emergency-preparedness-and-response/mcm-legal-regulatory-and-policy-framework/emergency-use-authorization
mailto:Russ.Drury@health.mo.gov
https://www.phe.gov/Preparedness/legal/prepact/Pages/default.aspx
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chemical, biological, radiological, and nuclear agents of terrorism, epidemics, and pandemics. It 
also added authority to establish a program to compensate eligible individuals who suffer 
injuries from administration or use of products covered by the PREP Act’s immunity provisions. 

On August 31, 2020, the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services, through the Assistant 
Secretary for Health, extended coverage under the PREP Act to licensed health-care 
practitioners prescribing or administering point-of-care COVID-19 tests, using anterior nares 
specimen collection or self-collection, for screening in congregate facilities across the Nation. 
Enhancing the safety of nursing homes, assisted-living facilities, long-term-care facilities, and 
other facilities where people congregate to receive care or education or to work is critical for 
our Nation's response to the COVID-19 pandemic. Using COVID-19 tests to screen for infections 
is a key part of that effort. PREP Act coverage encompasses licensed health-care practitioners 
prescribing or administering FDA-authorized COVID-19 tests. 

Find more information about the PREP Act at the following links: 
https://www.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/prep-act-coverage-for-screening-in-congregate- 
settings.pdf 
https://www.phe.gov/Preparedness/legal/prepact/Pages/prepqa.aspx 
https://www.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/prep-act-advisory-opinion-hhs-ogc.pdf 

Training Requirements 
It is very important that testing staff administer the test correctly in order to assure the highest 
confidence in the test results. The BinaxNOW test training video, produced by the test 
manufacturer, provides a detailed step-by-step guide to the test process. All testing staff must 
watch the overview video and modules one through four before performing tests on 
individuals. Test kits will not be sent until confirmation of training completion is provided. All 
health professionals administering the BinaxNOW rapid antigen tests through this program 
must provide documentation of training to the BinaxNOW Lab Director, Russ Drury through this 
link. For questions about clinical training, districts/schools may email Marjorie Cole at 
Marjorie.Cole@health.mo.gov or Russ Drury at Russ.Drury@health.mo.gov. 

Use of BinaxNOW Tests 
Testing of Symptomatic Individuals 
The Emergency Authorization for Use for the Abbott BinaxNOW antigen test is for testing of 
symptomatic individuals within seven days of symptom onset. DESE and DHSS encourages 
districts/schools to first use the tests for symptomatic school personnel, knowing workforce 
shortages are currently a key challenge in continuing to provide onsite education. School 
nurses, or their designees, administering minimally invasive nasal swabs for students and staff 
members fits within the scope of practice for school nurses, based on documented education, 
experience, skill, training, knowledge, and/or competency. 

http://www.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/prep-act-coverage-for-screening-in-congregate-
https://www.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/prep-act-coverage-for-screening-in-congregate-settings.pdf
https://www.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/prep-act-coverage-for-screening-in-congregate-settings.pdf
https://www.phe.gov/Preparedness/legal/prepact/Pages/prepqa.aspx
https://www.globalpointofcare.abbott/en/support/product-installation-training/navica-brand/navica-binaxnow-ag-training.html
https://survey123.arcgis.com/share/9d4f3fb8067b4e37b7814c9e5b21e703
mailto:Marjorie.Cole@health.mo.gov
mailto:Russ.Drury@health.mo.gov
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms-testing/symptoms.html
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Testing of Asymptomatic Close Contacts 
Due to CDC adding additional options for quarantine recommendations, Missouri is authorizing 
schools/districts participating in the BinaxNOW project to use these tests to test 
ASYMPTOMATIC close contacts on or after quarantine day 7, if the local jurisdiction is utilizing 
the new quarantine options. If the person’s result is negative, they may end their quarantine 
period. Additionally, monitoring should continue throughout the full 14 days and if a symptom 
develops, the individual must immediately isolate and contact a public health authority or health 
care provider. Please see the standing order in Appendix B for more information about 
asymptomatic testing. 

Serial Testing when Using Antigen Tests 
School administrators working in close collaboration with public health officials might also 
choose to test students, teachers or staff for purposes of surveillance, screening, or in the 
context of an outbreak. If districts/schools use any of these strategies, they should prioritize 
testing teachers and staff over students in any sampling strategy, and older students prioritized 
over younger students. Persons who have recovered from COVID-19 in the past three months 
should be excluded from random selection. Contact tracing should immediately begin if anyone 
tests positive for COVID-19. Close contacts of persons with confirmed or probable COVID-19 
should be tested and either isolated for 10 days for those with COVID-19, or quarantined per 
recommendation of the local public health department. See the standing order in Appendix B for 
more information about serial testing. 

When is Testing not Recommended? 
If a school is implementing a testing strategy, they should offer testing on a voluntary basis. It is 
unethical and illegal to test someone who does not want to be tested, including students whose 
parents or guardians do not want them to be tested. It is not recommended to retest individuals 
who have tested positive and do not have symptoms for COVID-19 for up to 3 months from their 
last positive test. Data currently suggest that some individuals test persistently positive due to 
residual virus material but are unlikely to be infectious. Parents or guardians may request 
documentation from their health care provider to indicate the date and type of the student’s 
most recent COVID-19 test. 

Point-of-Care Requirements 
When students or personnel receiving a BinaxNOW test are suspected to have COVID- 
19, they should be isolated from others. Health professionals should administer this test 
in a space other than the school health office. The testing location should: 
• Have facilities and/or products for proper hand hygiene (e.g. alcohol-based hand

cleanser).
• Have appropriate waste disposal within arm’s length from the patient.

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/php/contact-tracing/contact-tracing-plan/appendix.html#contact
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Materials Needed 
Test administration requires the following resources: 
• PPE for the health professional using contact and droplet precautions.

Recommended PPE includes gown, surgical mask, protective eyewear and gloves, as
well as hand hygiene products. Additional PPE guidance can be reviewed here.
Districts/schools can request the PPE necessary to administer these tests safely from
the state.

• BinaxNOW Ag test kit.
• Copy of consent (parental or staff).
• Patient educational materials to provide information about the test and interpreting

results.
• Infectious waste bags for discarding used testing materials and PPE.

Consent for Testing 
Test administrators should obtain written consent for anyone they test. For those under age 18, 
a parent or guardian should provide written consent. A sample consent form is provided in 
Appendix C, but districts/schools should modify this form to meet the needs of their agency. 
Participating districts/schools should maintain record of signed consent forms for two years. 
For questions obtaining consent, the district/school should consult their legal counsel. 

Evaluating the Results of Rapid Antigen Testing 
Health professionals administering the BinaxNOW tests should consult the BinaxNOW COVID- 
19 Ag Care Procedure Card for determining the test results. Rapid antigen tests perform best 
when the person is tested in the early stages of infection with SARS-CoV-2 when viral load is 
generally highest. A positive test is diagnostic for COVID-19. People testing positive shall be 
instructed on isolation requirements. 

Individuals with negative test results, but who are showing possible COVID-19 symptoms, 
should be encouraged to follow-up with their health care provider. People showing symptoms 
of illness, but test negative for COVID-19 should be encouraged to stay home until their 
symptoms have resolved, following the organization’s policy for illness. Negative results do 
not rule out SARS-CoV-2 infection and should not be used as the sole basis for treatment or 
patient management decisions, including infection control decisions. Negative results should 
be considered in the context of a patient’s recent exposure history and the presence of 
clinical signs and symptoms consistent with COVID-19. CDC provides additional information 
about interpreting antigen test results in their Interim Guidance for Antigen Testing for SARS-
CoV-2. 

For questions regarding possible control measures for persons who test negative but have 
recent exposures and symptoms of COVID-19, please contact your local public health agency. 
Districts/schools conducting COVID-19 testing may also wish to review School Reporting of a 

https://health.mo.gov/living/healthcondiseases/communicable/novel-coronavirus/pdf/school-ppe-guidance.pdf
https://www.globalpointofcare.abbott/en/product-details/navica-binaxnow-covid-19-us.html
https://www.globalpointofcare.abbott/en/product-details/navica-binaxnow-covid-19-us.html
https://www.globalpointofcare.abbott/en/product-details/navica-binaxnow-covid-19-us.html
https://ensur.invmed.com/ensur/contentAction.aspx?key=ensur.523752.S2R4E4A3.20200817.10292.4364470
https://ensur.invmed.com/ensur/contentAction.aspx?key=ensur.523752.S2R4E4A3.20200817.10292.4364470
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/if-you-are-sick/isolation.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/lab/resources/antigen-tests-guidelines.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/lab/resources/antigen-tests-guidelines.html
https://health.mo.gov/living/healthcondiseases/communicable/novel-coronavirus/pdf/school-covid-reporting.pdf
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Positive or Suspected COVID-19 Student or Employee guidance previously shared with 
districts/schools. Contact your local public health agency for questions regarding case 
investigation, contact tracing, and other public health control measures following a positive 
result. 

For technical usage questions about the BinaxNOW™ test, contact Abbott directly 
at ts.scr@abbott.com or 1-800-257-9525. 

Disposal of Testing Materials 
All components of the BinaxNOW test kit, as well as gloves used by persons administering the 
test and any grossly contaminated PPE, should be discarded as infectious waste according to 
Missouri regulatory requirements. Other medical waste (i.e. trash, such as test packaging and 
PPE that is not grossly contaminated) coming from facilities testing for COVID-19 is no different 
than waste coming from facilities without COVID19 patients. CDC’s guidance states that 
management of such medical waste should be performed in accordance with routine 
procedures. There is no evidence to suggest that such waste needs any additional disinfection. 
Read further waste management information from the CDC here. 

Hiring a Missouri Licensed Infectious Waste Transporter is strongly recommended to assist 
with this process and ensure the infectious waste is packaged, transported, disposed of, and 
tracked appropriately. You should ensure the licensed infectious waste transporter provides 
containers/packaging to you so that the waste handling will comply with regulatory 
requirements. A statewide contract for infectious waste pick-up and disposal is available to all 
public schools through the Cooperative Procurement Program. (Any facility is welcome to 
contact the company on statewide contract but the contract price is not guaranteed.) Infectious 
wastes should be kept secure in appropriate containers until pick-up occurs, which should be 
scheduled at an interval to minimize accumulation of multiple full containers. The DHSS 
estimates that a couple hundred used test kits and gloves may fit in a single standard 4.5 cubic 
foot box. Find more information about waste management options in the fact sheet Infectious 
Waste Management, Transport and Disposal in Missouri here. 

Recommended waste disposal plan steps: 
1. Contact and contract with a licensed infectious waste transporter for pick-up and

disposal of infectious wastes. (A statewide contract is available.)
2. Get appropriate packaging materials from the contractor for each location that the tests

will be administered.
3. Work with the contractor on an appropriate pick-up schedule based on the number of

tests the site anticipates using, the size of containers provided, number of testing
locations, and any other facility-specific factors.

https://health.mo.gov/living/healthcondiseases/communicable/novel-coronavirus/pdf/school-covid-reporting.pdf
mailto:ts.scr@abbott.com
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/hcp/faq.html#Waste-Management
https://dnr.mo.gov/env/swmp/pubs-reports/Infectransporters.htm
https://archive.oa.mo.gov/purch/noa/cs210275.pdf
https://oa.mo.gov/purchasing/cooperative-procurement-program
https://dnr.mo.gov/pubs/pub2871.htm
https://dnr.mo.gov/pubs/pub2871.htm
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For questions about infectious waste disposal, please email Jonathan Garoutte at 
Jonathan.Garoutte@health.mo.gov. 

Documentation and Reporting of BinaxNOW Test Results 
By administering BinaxNOW tests, a facility is acting as a laboratory. Laboratories are required 
to submit all COVID-19 test results (positive/negative/other) for tests performed in their facility 
to the State of Missouri. The facility is also acting as the provider. Providers are required to 
submit case reports to DHSS. 

Facilities, including K-12 schools, which administer point-of-care tests may report the necessary 
information for both the laboratory report and the case report on a single comma separated 
values (CSV) file, which is a format-free version of a spreadsheet. Required data fields include 
facility information, patient demographics, lab results (both positive and negative) and basic 
information about symptoms. The CSV file is then uploaded to a Secure File Transfer Protocol 
(SFTP) site, and is auto-ingested into the state’s disease monitoring platform, known as EpiTrax. 
This information is then immediately accessible to local and state health authorities. 

To successfully submit test results through SFTP, testing sites will need: 
• One person and at least one or two back-ups trained to submit data
• Reporting template from DHSS
• Access to a computer/laptop with Microsoft Excel (2010 or newer) or an alternative

application that can work with Excel files
• Access to the Internet
• User name and password for the secure upload site

There are four onboarding steps to complete laboratory/case reporting. This is a high-touch 
process that involves several intricate steps. 

Step 1: Once DESE approves the district’s/school’s application for participation in the BinaxNOW 
testing project, the district/school will need to identify a designated reporter and at 
least one back-up data submitter for the entire district; each individual school within the 
district should not report results individually.  In order to register for Point of Care (POC) 
Electronic COVID-19 Laboratory Reporting, please provide the school district name, 
designated reporter first and last name, and designated reporter to 
ELR@health.mo.gov. Once received, an onboarding team member will contact the 
reporter to begin the onboarding process. 
• The data submitter does not have to be the school nurse or medical professional

administering the test – or the point-of-contact for your testing program. Ideally, the
district will select someone that has more experience working with spreadsheets
that will be comfortable submitting this data.

• The on-boarding team suggests having two or three individuals trained to submit

mailto:Jonathan.Garoutte@health.mo.gov
mailto:ELR@health.mo.gov
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this data for the district/school. The 24-hour reporting requirement means that 
someone needs to be ready to fill in if the primary data submitter is sick, out of the 
office, etc., while also maintaining confidentiality in accordance with HIPPA, ADA, 
FERPA, and other applicable laws and regulations (see more K-12 testing information 
from the CDC here). 

Step 2: Staff involved in recording and reporting test results need to watch the COVID-19 
Electronic Lab Reporting Video for K-12 and Higher Education. It is helpful to have the 
DHSS formatted template and the Electronic COVID-19 Lab Reporting Submission 
Instructions on hand when reviewing the training. 

Step 3: Upon completion of Step 2, an onboarding team member will reach out to the data 
submitter to provide the MOFTP credentials (to be used to access the SFTP site) and: 
• A CSV Excel file to facilitate seamless reporting into EpiTrax, DHSS’ disease

surveillance system
• Electronic COVID-19 Laboratory Reporting Submission Instructions to walk through

the process for submitting files via SFTP

Step 4: At this point, the district/school may start testing and submitting the data within 24 
hours of administering tests. DHSS will review the data. Properly formatted data ingests 
directly into EpiTrax, where DHSS and local public health agencies document and track 
case investigation activities. If there are problems with the data, the DHSS Onboarding 
Team will reach out to the designated reporter and work through the issues for 
resubmission of the testing data. 

The information must be formatted exactly how the template shows; the slightest variation will 
cause an issue with how the CSV file is auto-ingested into EpiTrax. DHSS team members will 
review the data that is submitted and contact the district/school reporter to address any errors 
in the data entry. Uploading this CSV file to the SFTP site within 24 hours fulfills the 
requirement to submit your district’s/school’s results within that timeframe, but it is important 
to note that your district/school is not fully compliant until you have helped to resolve any 
errors in the data, its formatting, etc. District/school data reporters should note any errors as 
DHSS team members address them and work to avoid similar errors moving forward. 

DHSS has assembled a team to assist you in this ongoing effort. Ryan Marsch and the DHSS 
Onboarding Team (ELR@health.mo.gov) will be your primary contacts if you have questions 
about formatting your Excel files or how the process works. State School Nurse Consultant 
Marjorie Cole (Marjorie.Cole@health.mo.gov) and Barbara Spaw 
(Barbara.Spaw@health.mo.gov) from DHSS are also available to answer questions.  

https://studentprivacy.ed.gov/resources/joint-guidance-application-ferpa-and-hipaa-student-health-records
https://www.eeoc.gov/laws/guidance/pandemic-preparedness-workplace-and-americans-disabilities-act
https://studentprivacy.ed.gov/sites/default/files/resource_document/file/FERPA%20and%20Coronavirus%20Frequently%20Asked%20Questions.pdf
https://studentprivacy.ed.gov/sites/default/files/resource_document/file/FERPA%20and%20Coronavirus%20Frequently%20Asked%20Questions.pdf
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/k-12-testing.html
https://health.mo.gov/living/healthcondiseases/communicable/novel-coronavirus/how-to-report-lab-results.php
https://health.mo.gov/living/healthcondiseases/communicable/novel-coronavirus/how-to-report-lab-results.php
https://health.mo.gov/living/healthcondiseases/communicable/novel-coronavirus/xls/lab-result-reporting-template.xlsx
https://health.mo.gov/living/healthcondiseases/communicable/novel-coronavirus/pdf/electronic-lab-reporting-submission-instructions.pdf
https://health.mo.gov/living/healthcondiseases/communicable/novel-coronavirus/pdf/electronic-lab-reporting-submission-instructions.pdf
mailto:ELR@health.mo.gov
mailto:Marjorie.Cole@health.mo.gov
mailto:Barbara.Spaw@health.mo.gov
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Antigen Testing Program Dashboard and Test Usage Data 
If you have not already done so, DESE and DHSS encourage each district/school to review the K-
12 Antigen Testing Program dashboard/visualization, which is linked within the Antigen Testing 
section of the DESE COVID-19 webpage. This interactive tool allows anyone to review all 
participating sites, as well as how many tests the site requested and how many tests were 
shipped to date. Shipping information is updated daily. Usage data for each participating 
district/school is updated weekly (typically Wed.-Fri.).  

DESE and DHSS encourage each district/school to regularly review their usage data and cross-
reference it with the records/inventory you are tracking locally. If there is a large discrepancy 
between what the dashboard reflects and your records, please contact ELR@health.mo.gov to 
resolve this issue. Again, please note the usage data is only added to the dashboard weekly, so 
that would likely be the cause of any minor differences between the dashboard and your 
records.  

Test Inventory and Future Shipments 
Missouri is able to provide Abbott BinaxNOW tests for many different types of settings, including 
PK-12 schools. To do this efficiently, Missouri established one website for all eligible settings to 
use to apply to receive, track usage, re-order and recoup tests. This website assists participating 
agencies to return unused, unopened test kits for redistribution and enables reordering more 
test kits to ensure continuity of testing. The website also has links to the standing orders and 
training resources. 

The State is tightly controlling supply of inventory to minimize overstocking due to the short 
timeframe for use of the test kits. Once a district/school reaches 75% of inventory used, a DESE 
representative will contact the antigen testing program point-of-contact to determine if 
additional tests are needed and how best to move forward. Districts/Schools may also now 
order additional tests themselves through the online reorder form. Districts/schools should 
reorder only enough inventory for 45 days at a time. If a district/school determines they need 
additional tests before reaching the 75% threshold, please email AntigenTesting@dese.mo.gov 
to discuss the potential for receiving additional tests. 

The State must be a good steward of these valuable resources and ensure they are used. If a 
district/school has tests that are expiring soon and does not think they will use them, please 
complete the online recoupment form to have the tests reallocated to another site (i.e. long-
term care facilities, hospitals, etc.) to use before the tests expire. Tests may be recouped if they 
are in unopened boxes and have over 30 days left until expiration date. 

Abbott, the company that manufactures the BinaxNOW antigen tests, released information to 
say the company’s ongoing product testing supports extending the shelf life of the antigen test 
kits for certain lot numbers.  Tests now expire nine (9) months after their manufactured date, as 
opposed to six (6) months as originally listed/communicated. 

https://mophep.maps.arcgis.com/apps/opsdashboard/index.html#/131f31dbbd394e8aafca9657bd0e49c1
https://mophep.maps.arcgis.com/apps/opsdashboard/index.html#/131f31dbbd394e8aafca9657bd0e49c1
https://dese.mo.gov/communications/coronavirus-covid-19-information
mailto:ELR@health.mo.gov
https://missouri-abbott-binaxnow-antigen-test-kit-program-mophep.hub.arcgis.com/
https://mophep.maps.arcgis.com/apps/opsdashboard/index.html#/782d206fd20a40d3b7ff4ea3b2a2d17c
mailto:AntigenTesting@dese.mo.gov
https://mophep.maps.arcgis.com/apps/opsdashboard/index.html#/1913bb3c639843c49b74350a4652d750
https://dese.mo.gov/media/pdf/binaxnow-expiration-date-extensions-may-2021
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Appendix A Quick Reference Resources 

Topic Name Contact Information 
Application, Test 
Allotment and Shipments 

DESE Communications AntigenTesting@dese.mo.gov 

Electronic Reporting of 
Test Results 

DHSS Electronic Reporting 
On-boarding Team 

ELR@health.mo.gov 

Waiver to Perform 
Laboratory Testing (CLIA) 

Russ Drury Russ.Drury@health.mo.gov 

Infectious Waste Disposal Jonathan Garoutte Jonathan.Garoutte@health.mo.gov 
Positive Case Reporting John Bos 

Craig Highfill 
John.Bos@health.mo.gov 
Craig.Highfill@health.mo.gov 

Clinical Training Marjorie Cole Marjorie.Cole@health.mo.gov 

Helpful Documents for the BinaxNOW COVID-19 Test Kit 
Available materials include: 
BinaxNOW COVID-19 Ag Healthcare Provider Fact Sheet (English) 
BinaxNOW COVID-19 Ag Patient Fact Sheet (English and Spanish) 
BinaxNOW COVID-19 Ag Procedure Card (English) 
BinaxNOW COVID-19 Ag Card Package Insert (English) 

 CDC’s Interim Considerations for Testing for K-12 School Administrators and Public Health 
Officials 

mailto:AntigenTesting@dese.mo.gov
mailto:ELR@health.mo.gov
mailto:Russ.Drury@health.mo.gov
mailto:Jonathan.Garoutte@health.mo.gov
mailto:John.Bos@health.mo.gov
mailto:Craig.Highfill@health.mo.gov
mailto:Marjorie.Cole@health.mo.gov
https://www.globalpointofcare.abbott/en/product-details/navica-binaxnow-covid-19-us.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/k-12-testing.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/k-12-testing.html
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April 20, 2021 

Standing Order to Administer BinaxNOW Abbott Rapid Antigen Test for 
COVID-19 in Schools 

Purpose 

To reduce transmission of the SARS-CoV-2 virus in the school community by using the BinaxNOW 

COVID-19 Ag Card to identify cases of COVID-19.  Schools may administer tests to test symptomatic 

and/or asymptomatic staff members and students from any public or private school that serves grades 

Pre-K – 12, or any higher education institution in Missouri.  Screening testing is intended to identify 

infected individuals without symptoms (or prior to development of symptoms) who may be contagious 

so that measures can be taken to prevent further transmission. 

The K-12 testing strategies the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) recommends and the 

Department of Health and Senior Services (DHSS) supports are:  

 Diagnostic testing for individuals who exhibit symptoms of COVID-19 at school or have recent

known close contact to a person with COVID-19

 Screening testing for K-12 staff (adults) on a regular, routine basis (e.g., weekly)

 Screening testing for athletes, coaches and support staff on a regular, routine basis (e.g., weekly)

and/or within 48 hours prior to tournaments

 Return from holiday or break testing for students and staff within 48 hours prior to return to school

 Special event testing for students, staff and attendees within 48 hours prior to the event

Policy 

This standing order authorizes any Registered Professional Nurse or Licensed Practical Nurse who is 

licensed by the Missouri State Board of Nursing or has a privilege to practice in the State of Missouri 

from another compact state to test symptomatic or asymptomatic staff members and students from any 

public or private school that serves Grades Pre-K – 12, or any higher education institution in Missouri 

with the BinaxNOW rapid antigen test. After receiving documented training, the designee of any 

aforementioned RN or LPN may also administer this test. 

Procedure 

1. Evaluate students and staff with the above criteria

2. Provide Abbott Fact Sheet For Patients

3. Offer opportunity for questions

4. Ensure permission has been obtained

5. Administer the test pursuant to the Product Insert and Procedure Card

6. Document

a. Date, time, location of test

Appendix B Statewide Standing Orders 

http://www.health.mo.gov/
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b. Name, title, and professional license number of person administering the test

c. Name of test and manufacturer lot and number

d. Results of the test

e. Presenting symptoms

f. Verification of signed consent form

7. After completing the required initial onboarding process established by the Missouri Department

of Health and Senior Services (“DHSS”), submit the required data and all test results via secure

file transfer protocol in accordance with the procedure specified by DHSS within twenty-four

hours of each test’s administration

8. In the event of a positive test result, immediately notify the designated point of contact at the

local health authority in order for contact tracing to begin and appropriate control measures to be

established pursuant to the statewide Order issued by DHSS on August 7, 2020.

This order and procedure shall remain in effect until rescinded or until June 30, 2022. 

George Turabelidze, MD 
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May 25, 2021 

Standing Order to Administer BinaxNOW Abbott Rapid Antigen Test for 
COVID-19 in Schools 

Purpose 
To enable communities the opportunity to implement additional quarantine options in an effort to 
increase compliance with quarantine recommendations through use of the BinaxNOW COVID-19 Ag 
Card to test ASYMPTOMATIC individuals on or after seven full days of quarantine to determine 
eligibility for release from quarantine. 

The BinaxNOW rapid antigen card may be used to test asymptomatic staff members and students from 
any public or private school that serves grades Pre-K – 12, or any higher education institution in 
Missouri who is considered a close contact of an individual with SARS-CoV-2, and has remained in 
quarantine for seven full days without symptoms of SARS-CoV-2.  Symptoms are a new cough, 
difficulty breathing, loss of taste or smell, fever (≥100.4℉), congestion/runny nose, 
nausea/vomiting/diarrhea, sore throat, headache, and myalgia. 

Policy  
This standing order authorizes any Registered Professional Nurse or Licensed Practical Nurse who is 
licensed by the Missouri State Board of Nursing or has a privilege to practice in the State of Missouri 
from another compact state to test asymptomatic staff members and students from any public or private 
school that serves grades Pre-K – 12, or any higher education institution in Missouri with the 
BinaxNOW rapid antigen test. After receiving documented training, the designee of any aforementioned 
RN or LPN may also administer this test.  

Procedure 
1. Evaluate students and staff with the above criteria for symptoms of COVID-19 in the past seven

days
2. Calculate the number of days of quarantine to assure that testing is on or after seven full days of

quarantine
3. Provide Abbott Fact Sheet For Patients
4. Offer opportunity for questions
5. Ensure permission has been obtained
6. Administer the test pursuant to the Product Insert and Procedure Card
7. Document

a. Date, time, location of test
b. Name, title, and professional license number of person administering the test
c. Name of test and manufacturer lot and number

http://www.health.mo.gov/
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d. Results of the test
e. Presenting symptoms
f. Verification of signed consent form

8. Submit the required data and all test results via secure file transfer protocol in accordance with
the procedure specified by the Missouri Department of Health and Senior Services (DHSS)
within twenty-four hours of each test’s administration

9. In the event of a positive test result, immediately notify the designated point of contact at the
local health authority in order for contact tracing to begin as soon as possible and appropriate
control measures to be established pursuant to the statewide Order issued by DHSS on
November 30, 2020.

10. In the event of a negative test result, symptom monitoring should continue throughout the full 14
days and if a symptom develops, the individual must immediately isolate and contact a public
health authority or healthcare provider

This order and procedure shall remain in effect until rescinded or until June 30, 2022. 

George Turabelidze, MD 
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Healthy Missourians for life. 
The Missouri Department of Health and Senior Services will be the leader in promoting, protecting and partnering for health. 

 

AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY / AFFIRMATIVE ACTION EMPLOYER: Services provided on a nondiscriminatory basis. 

May 25, 2021 

Standing Order to Administer BinaxNOW Abbott Rapid Antigen Test for 
COVID-19 in Schools 

Purpose  
To reduce transmission of the SARS-CoV-2 virus in the school community by using the BinaxNOW 
COVID-19 Ag Card to identify cases of COVID-19. Test to be administered to test symptomatic staff 
members and students from any public or private school that serves Grades Pre-K – 12, or any higher 
education institution in Missouri who meet at least one of the criteria listed below.  

- Any new cough, difficulty breathing, loss of taste/smell, fever (≥100.4℉), congestion/runny
nose, nausea/vomiting/diarrhea, sore throat, headache, myalgia.

Policy  
This standing order authorizes any Registered Professional Nurse or Licensed Practical Nurse who is 
licensed by the Missouri State Board of Nursing or has a privilege to practice in the State of Missouri 
from another compact state to test symptomatic staff members and students from any public or private 
school that serves Grades Pre-K – 12, or any higher education institution in Missouri with the 
BinaxNOW rapid antigen test. After receiving documented training, the designee of any aforementioned 
RN or LPN may also administer this test.  

Procedure 
1. Evaluate students and staff with the above criteria for symptoms of COVID-19
2. Provide Abbott Fact Sheet For Patients
3. Offer opportunity for questions
4. Ensure permission has been obtained
5. Administer the test pursuant to the Product Insert and Procedure Card
6. Document
a. Date, time, location of test
b. Name, title, and professional license number of person administering the test
c. Name of test and manufacturer lot and number
d. Results of the test
e. Presenting symptoms
f. Verification of signed consent form

7. After completing the required initial onboarding process established by the Missouri Department of
Health and Senior Services (“DHSS”), submit the required data and all test results via secure file
transfer protocol in accordance with the procedure specified by DHSS within twenty-four hours of each
test’s administration

http://www.health.mo.gov/
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8. In the event of a positive test result, immediately notify the designated point of contact at the local
health authority in order for contact tracing to begin and appropriate control measures to be established
pursuant to the statewide Order issued by DHSS on August 7, 2020.

This order and procedure shall remain in effect until rescinded or until June 30, 2022. 

George Turabelidze, MD 



Appendix C Sample Consent Forms 

BinaxNOW COVID‐19 Antigen Testing for Symptomatic Patients 

Voluntary Testing Consent & Acknowledgement Form for  School District 

Enclosed with this form is a notice entitled “School Reporting of a Positive or Suspected COVID-19 

Student or Employee.” If that notice is not enclosed, it can be located at the following hyperlink: 

https://health.mo.gov/living/healthcondiseases/communicable/novel-coronavirus/pdf/school-covid- 

reporting.pdf 

BinaxNOW is an antigen test that detects the presence of the SARS-CoV-2, which is the virus that causes 

a COVID-19 infection, in about fifteen (15) minutes. The specimen for the test is collected via nasal 

swab. This test is completely voluntary and will not ever be administered unless this form is signed. As 

stated in the above notice, a positive result of this test will be immediately reported to the Local Public 

Health Agency (“LPHA”) so that it can begin contact tracing and instituting appropriate disease control 

measures. The LPHA solely manages these efforts. Additionally, all test results will be shared with the 

Department of Health and Senior Services pursuant to state regulation. 

BinaxNOW is currently only able to be administered to individuals suffering from symptoms consistent 

with an infection of COVID-19. A negative test result, however, may indicate that those symptoms are 

actually the result of a common cold, allergies, or a different illness. If symptoms consistent with an 

infection of COVID-19 develop or persist after a negative test result, consult with a health care provider 

or the appropriate LPHA to determine the best course of action. 

Except as required by law, test results and testing information will be kept confidential by the school 

district, LPHA, and Department of Health and Senior Services. 

Completing and signing this form serves as consent for the test to be performed on the named 

individual and is also an acknowledgment of the above statements as well as the content of the 

enclosed notice entitled “School Reporting of a Positive or Suspected COVID-19 Student or Employee.” 

Upon request, this completed and signed form should be provided to the appropriate school district 

personnel. 

CONSENT & ACKNOWLEDGMENT 

Print name of person to be tested:   

Status of person to be tested (circle): student employee other (explain) 

Print parent / guardian name (if applicable):   

Date:    

Signature of person tested or parent / guardian: 

DISTRICT USE: 

Received by (name)  on (date) 

Place of test administration: on (date) 

https://health.mo.gov/living/healthcondiseases/communicable/novel-coronavirus/pdf/school-covid-reporting.pdf
https://health.mo.gov/living/healthcondiseases/communicable/novel-coronavirus/pdf/school-covid-reporting.pdf


BinaxNOW COVID‐19 Antigen Testing for Shortened Quarantine Period Following 
Exposure to Covid-19  

Voluntary Testing Consent & Acknowledgement Form for  School District  

Enclosed with this form is a notice entitled “School Reporting of a Positive or Suspected COVID‐19 

Student or Employee.” If that notice is not enclosed, it can be located at 

https://health.mo.gov/living/healthcondiseases/communicable/novel‐coronavirus/pdf/school‐covid‐ 

reporting.pdf 

BinaxNOW is an antigen test that detects the presence of the SARS‐CoV‐2, which is the virus that 

causes a COVID‐19 infection, in about fifteen (15) minutes. The specimen for the test is collected via 

nasal swab. This test is completely voluntary and will not ever be administered unless this form is 

signed. As stated in the above notice, a positive result of this test will be immediately reported to the 

Local Public Health Agency (“LPHA”) so that it can begin contact tracing and instituting appropriate 

disease control measures. The LPHA solely manages these efforts. Additionally, all test results will be 

shared with the Department of Health and Senior Services pursuant to state regulation.  

BinaxNOW tests can be administered to individuals in quarantine after an exposure to a positive 

individual for the purposes of “testing out of quarantine”. The individual must have been in 

quarantine for seven full days without symptoms for the purposes of “testing out of quarantine “to 

be able to return to work or school. 

 A negative test result may indicate no infection; however, if symptoms consistent with an infection 

of COVID‐19 develop after a negative test result, the individual must self-isolate immediately and 

consult with a health care provider, or the appropriate LPHA to determine the best course of action. 

Individuals testing out of quarantine after seven days should employ mitigation practices, including 

wearing a mask if social distancing is not possible until the 14th day of quarantine is completed.     

Except as required by law, test results and testing information will be kept confidential by the 

school district, LPHA, and Department of Health and Senior Services. 

Completing and signing this form serves as consent for the test to be performed on the named 

individual and is also an acknowledgment of the above statements as well as the content of the 

enclosed notice entitled “School Reporting of a Positive or Suspected COVID‐19 Student or 

Employee.” Upon request, this completed and signed form should be provided to the appropriate 

school district personnel. 

CONSENT & ACKNOWLEDGMENT 

Print name of person to be tested:   

DOB: _____________ Gender: _________ Ethnicity: ________________ Race: ____________  

Full Address:  

__________________________________________________________________ 

 ____________________________________________ Phone number: 

_____________________________________________________________________________

_Date quarantine began______ 



Symptom history: _______________________________ 

Status of person to be tested (circle): student employee other (explain) Print 

parent / guardian name (if applicable):   

Date:    

Signature of person tested or parent / guardian:   

DISTRICT USE: 

Received by (name)  on (date) 

Place of test administration: on (date) 

Results of test---------------------------- 
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