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											June 22, 2020
TO:  Missouri’s County Commissioners

[bookmark: _GoBack]SUBJECT: An option to provide behavioral health support to long-term care facilities

Attached please find a proposal to fund additional behavioral health support to Missouri long term care facilities that have been impacted during the pandemic.   Several outbreaks have been reported in long term care facilities in counties across the state.  The proposal attached is designed to support the mental health and stress challenges faced by residents and staff of these facilities.  These are estimates only but the rates provided are based upon existing costs at this stage of COVID19.  As the pandemic evolves, these costs may change as may our support structure and the services you request.  DMH will be flexible in our response with a commitment to the health and safety of our Behavioral Health Strike Team Members (BHST).

DMH and our Community Mental Health Center partners demonstrated the ability to deploy BHST members and create significant impacts such as providing crisis counseling support to patients, medical responders from the National Guard and Disaster Medical Assistance Team, and civilian security personnel.  We look forward to serving with your county team and proving this valuable concept/asset even further.

Please contact me with any questions.

Yours in service,

Eric Evans
Director, Emergency Management
Department of Mental Health
Eric.evans@dmh.mo.gov
573-418-5200
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