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Office of Dental Health Mission

We are committed to improving the oral health of 
all Missourians through education, prevention 

and leadership.



• Maternal and Child Health (MCH) Grant
• Preventive Services Program (PSP)
• Improving oral health to the MCH population

• Elks Mobile Dental Program
• Donated Dental Program
• Community Water Fluoridation Training, Equipment Repair and Replacement 

(PHHS and Delta Dental)
• Delta Dental Grant for Dental Assisting in High Schools
• HRSA (competitive 4-year grant)

• Tele-dentistry in nursing homes and increasing dental services for veterans 
(Missouri Foundation for Health, Veteran’s United, and Align Technology)

• CDC (competitive 5-year contract)
• Sealant program
• Community water fluoridation

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
A quick overview of where the funding for ODH comes from and some of the programs we oversee.



Oral Health and Local Public Health
Projects with ODH

• WIC agencies to provide fluoride varnish to families

• Direct dental care by teledentistry for school-based programs and nursing homes

• Dental sealant program contract to provide sealants in schools

Direct support activities

• Fluoridation Rollback and Initiation

• Education on CWF and dental sealants

• Presentations to public by ODH staff as requested

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
�



HRSA Grant – Workforce

• Utilizing EFDAs in nursing homes 
• EFDA and hygienist provide care to top of their hygienist license/triage 

for dentist to come later
• 3 Contractors
• 2-page informational sheet developed 

• Oral health care to veterans at ATSU’s/Affinia’s dental clinic
• Providing scholarships to dental students who provide care
• Received funds from HRSA and Veteran’s United to cover some costs 

of dental treatment for veterans
• Clinic in Dexter on Saturday, July 13

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Up and running and collection of data is occurring with the three contractors through four contracts.  Some are having difficulty getting into nursing homes due to certain insurances the NHs utilize, but working through barriers and obstacles with monthly meetings with both the dentists and dental hygienists.  Align Technology is working to utilize the protocol Dr. Deyton developed in multiple countries and states.  They will be seeking corporate sponsorship to analyze the additional outside data, project managers for the programs, and research for publishing the results.   One of the HRSA deliverables is for publication of the pilot program results. Have developed a 2 page informational sheet to give to LTHC about the program and the objectives, trying to address barriers to accessing the NH.
Utilizing EFDAs in nursing homes (not to be confused with OPA)
EFDA and hygienist provide care to top of their hygienist license/triage for dentist to come later
3 Contractors
Have seen 54 patients since December
Contracts will be renewed for these contractors and continue 
Oral health care to veterans at ATSU’s/Affinia’s dental clinic
Providing scholarships to dental students who provide care
Received funds from HRSA and Veteran’s United to cover some costs of dental treatment for veterans




CDC Sealant Program 10,500 
Sealants Placed

• CDC Funding of $354,000 per year for six years, ends 
8/31, applied for new grant

• Goal to provide sealants to students in high-risk schools

• Schools that had more than 50% of children on Free or 
Reduced Lunch Program (FRLP) participants

• 90 schools have provided 4,293 student screenings

• Six Contractors, UMKC, Jefferson County HD, Lincoln 
County HD, Missouri Southern State University, St. Louis 
Community College, and recently added Katy Trail FQHC

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
A total of 10,500 sealants have been placed on 2,831 students
Each tooth sealed can save $110-$250 in costs to fill one tooth without insurance
Children with sealants on their teeth have half the cavities of children without sealants.
The grant started in 2018 and was supposed to end in 2023, but they added another year due to Covid.



Preventive 
Services 
Program (PSP)

Oral Health Education

Oral Health Review
(0-18 years of age)

Fluoride Varnish 
Application (2)

   Referrals

Community 
Based

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Our Preventive services program is one children’s dental health initiative you have the opportunity to engage in.  The PSP is a community based oral health program dedicated to promoting healthy smiles for all of Missouri’s children through education and preventive treatment. It was started in 2005 and consists of local dental providers administering an oral health screening, which includes a fluoride varnish application on the day of the screening and a follow up application at a later time. PSP includes oral health education, toothbrushes and toothpaste all at no charge.  It also provides a referral, which consists of a note going to the school nurse and parent that the child requires treatment and a time frame as to when the treatment needs to be sought.  Many times the dental professional conducting the screening is affiliated with a local dental clinic and will give priority to a child they saw through a PSP event so they can receive treatment.



Who can conduct PSP Oral Health Reviews?

1. Dentists, dental Students, dental hygienists, dental hygiene students

2. Dental Assistants 

3. Licensed Medical Professionals (i.e., Physicians, Nurses, Nurse 
Practitioners, etc.).

4. Medical Professional Students

5. Community Health Care Coordinator or Community Dental Health Care 
Coordinator.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
The individuals listed below, who complete the online Oral Health Review Calibration annually, may conduct PSP oral health reviews.




Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
These statistics are from the 2022-2023 school year.  



Impact of PSP Program
• From 2014 until 2022, overall reduction of dental decay = 4%.

• Identification of schools and areas that are having problems 
accessing dental care by the Untreated Decay rate.

• Fluoride Varnish dramatically reduces children’s dental decay -

• No fluoride treatments - more than twice as likely to have decay 
as those who received a yearly application of fluoride varnish 
and

• Almost four times as likely to have decay as those who received 
fluoride varnish applications at six-month intervals.

Jackson HJ, Yepes JF, Scully AC, Vinson LA, Jones JE, Eckert G, Downey T, Maupomé G. 2023. Journal of the American Dental Association. DOI: 10.1016/j.adaj.2023.06.012.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
�



PSP Dashboard located at:
https://health.mo.gov/living/families/oralhealth/dashboard.php

If there are any schools in your area not providing PSP, talk to the 
school nurses and let them know about this awesome program!!

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
We also have a dashboard with all of this information available on our website.  



AHR Ranks MO as 41st in Maternal Oral Health 
—Healthy Teeth = Healthy Pregnancy

• 43.4% of Missouri Medicaid 
participants don’t use 
pregnancy dental benefits 
—MO HealthNet provides 
comprehensive dental care 
for pregnant women and  
one-year post-partum as 
of 2023!!

“If gum inflammation is treated during pregnancy, the risk of a baby being born 
preterm is reduced by approximately 50 percent.”  
      Professor Joerg Eberhard
Le QA, Eslick GD, Coulton KM, Akhter R, Condous G, Eberhard J, Nanan R. Does Treatment of Gingivitis During Pregnancy Improve Pregnancy Outcomes? A Systematic Review and Meta-Analysis. 
Oral Health Prev Dent. 2021 Jan 7;19(1):565-572. doi: 10.3290/j.ohpd.b2183059. PMID: 34673848.

Provide oral health education as 
well as information for infant oral 
health.

Express importance of good oral 
health is good for the baby.

• Make dental appointment at 
clinic.

• Educate obstetricians on 
importance of dental care during 
pregnancy.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
43.4 % of Medicaid eligible pregnant women received preventive dental care. Some other ways we serve the Missouri population is to educate our LPHAs to specifically provide oral health education, to help make appointments at the associated dental clinic and to educate  OBGYNs in their area on the importance of dental care during pregnancy. 
In efforts to improve oral health visits among pregnant women, we need to identify barriers of preventing oral health visits. Provide outreach and promote incentives to encourage pregnant women to seek oral health visits.  Finally, we need to encourage and engage Medicaid providers to provide oral health services to pregnant women.
“If gum inflammation is treated during pregnancy, the risk of a baby being born preterm is reduced by approximately 50 percent. Poor oral health and gum disease have been linked to pre-term births, low birthweight babies and preeclampsia.  Poor oral health also affects the control of blood pressure and diabetes. We are working to have Medicaid coverage extended to one year after delivery to achieve better outcomes post pregnancy.
Another way we have increased access is adding a dental clinic in the Uzazi village The Uzazi Village works to improve perinatal health in the Kansas City community.





• Funded by MCH
• Includes literature
• Requested “shovel-ready” 

funds to assemble additional
• Sent to LPHA/WIC agencies

Brushing for Two Kits

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
10,271 Brushing for Two kits were shipped out. We actually had orders for 10,765 kits from the original survey and had to cut some of the orders to get a kits to everyone that ordered.  
 We are  keeping a list of requests that have come in over the last month for other community health centers that would like to receive the kits.  To date there have been request for approximately 500 kits in addition to the 494 we couldn’t fill from the original orders



Count the 
Kicks—
Posters 
coming 
your way



Increase in Medicaid Services

MMAC reported 101 new dental providers in FY2022 and 184 
FY2023. According to the claims data, 845 of enrolled dentists 
billed and provided services in FY2023 which is an increase of 
102 providers providing services and more importantly, 50,180 
more Medicaid recipients had dental services.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
:
The Office of Dental Health, has been working diligently, with our partners (MO HealthNet, the Missouri Dental Association, and the Missouri Coalition for Oral Health) and other shareholders, on increasing access to dental care for Missouri’s Medicaid population.  We have good news to report!  According to the Missouri Medicaid Audit and Compliance Unit and MO HealthNet claims data (Fee-For-Service and Managed Care) there was a significant increase (82.2% more than FY2022) in dental providers enrolling (who were not enrolled previously), the number of providers billing, and participants receiving dental services in FY2023. MMAC reported 101 new dental providers in FY2022 and 184 FY2023. According to the claims data, 845 of enrolled dentists billed and provided services in FY2023 which is an increase of 102 providers providing services and more importantly, 50,180 more Medicaid recipients had dental services.
Encourage dentists in your areas to accept Medicaid with the reimbursement rates at 80% of normal fees.



Increase in Medicaid Services

Percentage of children ages 1-20 who received at least two topical fluoride applications as:
    CY2022 CY2023 Difference
Dental or oral health service 8.9%  10.5%  1.6%
Dental service   10.0%  11.7%  1.8%
Oral health service  9.7%  11.5%  1.8%

Percentage of enrolled children under age 21 who received a comprehensive or periodic 
oral evaluation
    CY2022 CY2023 Difference
Oral Evaluation / 
   Dental Services  28.1%  30.4%  2.2%



Dunklin County has added to their bottom line 
with fluoride varnish!!

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Dunklin county Missouri has added to their financial bottom line by utilizing fluoride varnish in their clinic, you can too by charging Medicaid for the application of Fluoride Varnish.  (We couldn’t fit the entire spreadsheet of their monthly totals from the program, so that’s why the total at each of the columns don’t add up to the total amount you see at the bottom.)



Fluoride Varnish Application

All children aged one year and up.

Medicaid reimburses for children 5 & under, sometimes for older children

Medicaid will reimburse $36 per application if completed by a dentist or dental 
hygienist.

Medicaid will reimburse $21.50 per application if completed by a medical provider.

Can reapply every 6 months.

ODH can help you purchase the FV at a cost of about $.36 per application.



Fluoride Varnish
• Safe if swallowed—no nausea.
• Easy to learn to apply.
• Easy to perform application.
• Quickly completed.
• Sets on contact with moisture 

(saliva).
• Not rendered inactive by plaque.
• Taste is tolerable and well 

accepted.
• Can reverse early decay and can 

arrest active decay lesions.



Contact/Ordering information:
Sentry Dental Products, 
Green Bay, WI, Tom Novak, Tom@Sentrydental.com
Contract # CC211820001  
Mention your affiliation with DHSS ODH when ordering
Order minimum - 1 case = 8 boxes of 200 applications per box at 
$72.00 per box ($0.36 per application)

How do I order 
varnish for my 

clinic?

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
All LPHAs can purchase Fluoride Varnish at DHSS Office of Dental Health Prices from Nanova Biomaterials, Inc., Liang Chen, Director of Dental Department – chenliang@nanovamed.com and Vickie Yang – yangvickie@nanovabio.com; or orders@nanovabio.com, 573-875-6682.  Contract # CC211820001.  Please mention your affiliation with MO DHSS ODH when placing an order.  Order must be for 1 case, 8 boxes of 200 applications per box at $72.00 per box or $0.36 per application. 

mailto:Tom@Sentrydental.com


How do I order oral health supplies?

Zion Miracle Products DBA Zdental
orders@zdental.com, 888-228-7706
Contract #CC202367001

Mention your affiliation with DHSS ODH when 
ordering

Toothpaste 19.5 cents/tube
Floss 20 cents/item
Toothbrush 22 cents/brush

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
All LPHAs can purchase dental supplies (toothbrushes, toothpaste and floss) at DHSS ODH contracted prices from Zion Miracle Products DBA ZDental, Paul Zajas – p.zajas@zdental.com or orders@zdental.com, 888.228.7706.  Contract # CC202367001.  Please mention your affiliation with MO DHSS ODH when placing an order. You can order toothpaste as low as 17.5 cents a tube, floss for 19 cents a tube and toothbrushes range from 20-21 cents per toothbrush.

mailto:orders@zdental.com


COMMUNITY WATER
FLUORIDATION (CWF)

CWF achieves 
25% decay 
reduction in all 
citizens 
regardless of 
income or other 
socio-economic 
factors. 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Public health measures that help rural populations includes CWF.  The ODH is supportive of all community water fluoridation in the state. CWF achieves 25% decay reduction in all citizens regardless of income or other socio-economic factors. In 2020-2021, ODH’s stance on community water fluoridation was one of a defensive nature, requiring ODH personnel to counter fifteen (15) attempted and three (3) full rollbacks (discontinuation of fluoridation).  By the end of 2021 and into 2022, ODH with the assistance of the Missouri Coalition for Oral Health; local community dental health and medical health professionals; local water system personnel; and local community fluoridation advocates has shifted the community health landscape to one of initiation and education.  This has brought about a new openness to consideration of community water fluoridation and the benefits it provides to communities and Missourians.

In July 2022, ODH received grant funds to assist with community water fluoridation (CWF) across the state. ODH has spent the past year increasing access to optimally fluoridated water by providing mini-grants to 26 water systems. These mini-grants were used to upgrade outdated water fluoridation equipment, including pumps, scales, bulk/day tanks and testing equipment. By providing these mini-grants, ODH was able to ensure these communities are being provided with optimally fluoridated water (0.7 milligrams per liter (mg/L)). Optimally fluoridated water assists in the prevention and reduction of tooth decay (cavities) by an additional 25% beyond other fluoridated products being used (toothpaste, mouth rinse, fluoride varnish treatments). This public health initiative has led to over 350,000 people now receiving optimally fluoridated water throughout the state. Thank you to Delta Dental 



• 76.2% of the 
Missouri population 
is served by public 
water systems 
which receive 
fluoride.

• CWF has a very 
low cost of $.05 per 
day per person.

• One dollar in CWF 
returns in $25 in 
averted dental care. 

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
76.2% of the MO population is served by public water systems which receive fluoride. We work with local communities that are fluoridating and ensure they are fluoridating and ensure they are meeting the public health recommended range of 0.6-1.0 ppm. If they are not, then we work with them to find out what might be causing the issue—faulty equipment, not accurate training and education or maybe they stopped without following Missouri statute RSMo 640.136. We work with funding from Delta Dental, PHHS and ARPA to upgrade and replace equipment.  Work with communities that have initiated rollbacks (cessation) to educate and keep them fluoridating, work on new initiations to fluoridation and provide dental education to dental providers, decision makers and the general public about water fluoridation. These are all ways the ODH can help the LPHAs to improve medical and oral health in their areas.



CWF 
updates 
in the 
state

• Branson voted to discontinue fluoridation on Nov. 14, 2023
• Lake Winnebago voted to continue fluoridation on Nov. 15, 

2023
• Independence has come to ODH to consider initiation of 

fluoridation
• Versailles would like to discuss CWF in 2024
• ODH has started conversations with all of these systems

• North Central Wholesale Water Commission (35,000 
people)

• Tri-County Wholesale Water Commission (100,000 people)
• Clarence Cannon Wholesale Water Commission (85,000 

people)
• Butler Co PWSD 1 (5,000 people)
• Piedmont Public Works (Have fluoridation equipment and 

would like to possibly start fluoridation) (2,000 people)
• Brunswick Water System (sells to another system) (4,000 

people)

Gathering letters of support from LPHAs to be 
proactive in case of a CWF rollback effort

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Gathering letters of support from LPHAs to be proactive in case of a CWF rollback effort




2024 Session: House Bill 1621
Fluoridation in Water Systems

• Did not pass, will be re-filed in 2025.

• Any public water system, as defined in section 640.102, or public water supply district, 
as described in chapter 247, that intends to start or stop fluoridation of its water 
supply on a continuing basis shall seek and receive information about the impact of 
public water fluoridation from the local health department.

• ODH has CWF literature and staff to help answer questions.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Working with MCOH to provide water operator survey electronically
Sent out to all 1400+ water systems
Received 13 responses so far
Promoting this at the water operator conferences and working on phone calls
Collaborating with DNR to receive monthly operating reports from all water systems that currently have a fluoridation program
This will allow ODH to ensure they are operating at the recommended levels and if not offer technical assistance
Also provides an opportunity to upgrade equipment
Goal is to have every CWF system optimally fluoridating by July 1, 2024
Training
Working with a retired water operator, Roger Sullivan, to develop fluoridation training
This will be given statewide to water operators, decision makers, dental and medical professionals, schools, communities, and any other person who would like to attend.




Recover 
Smiles 
Program – 
SUD 
individuals

• Medicaid benefits do not include tooth replacement 
unless you are pregnant, blind, disabled or in a nursing 
home.

• In SUD programs, those who received oral health care 
had higher rates of treatment completion, decreased 
drop out rates, improved average length of stay, and 
were more likely to be employed, more likely to be 
abstinent from drugs and less likely to be homeless*.

• Funding available to provide dental treatment to SUD 
individuals.
• Still working out details

*Hanson GR, McMillan S, Mower K, Bruett CT, Duarte L, 
Koduri S, Pinzon L, Warthen M, Smith K, Meeks H, Trump 
B. Comprehensive oral care improves treatment outcomes 
in male and female patients with high-severity and chronic 
substance use disorders. J Am Dent Assoc. 2019 
Jul;150(7):591-601. doi: 10.1016/j.adaj.2019.02.016. Epub 
2019 May 20. PMID: 31122616; PMCID: PMC6599580.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Substance use disorder (SUD) has detrimental effects on oral health. Drugs and alcohol negatively impact oral health by inducing a myriad of orofacial conditions including dry mouth, dental cavities, periodontal disease, grinding of the teeth, pre-cancer and cancer, to name a few. Limited recommendations are available for dental professionals on how best to manage patients afflicted with SUD.  Adequate access to oral health services is viewed as significant in the individuals’ ability to function well, be healthy, and have a successful recovery. 
Treatment and recovery programs report having difficulty finding sufficient funding and dental treatment resources for all of the individuals in recovery who need them. Medicaid has limited dental benefit for adults – examination & extraction, unless you are pregnant, blind, disabled or in a nursing home, you do not have Medicaid benefits to cover the loss of teeth which is frequent in those suffering with SUD.  Barriers to oral health services include social determinants of health, e.g. finances, insurance, transportation, health and resource knowledge, locale/zip code, etc. 
Aspects of mental disease, addiction, and disabilities may mean it is difficult for an individual to maneuver through the health care system including dental. 
Unmet oral health needs increase in costs for dental treatment, potentially for treatment/relapse intervention, and for negative psychosocial impacts on the individual and their family.
We would like to propose the addition of two community dental health coordinators (CDHC) to help each of these programs across the state coordinate dental care for their clients, especially in the MH population, who have OUD by obtaining dental care with the help of a CDHC.  By utilizing trained CDHCs armed with the skills to help them assist patients in the reduction of disparities in dental health. A CDHC skill set include education in patient advocacy, intercultural and intracultural communication, finance planning, coordination of care, documentation and referral, as well as addressing legal and ethical issues that might arise. Key points addressed in a CDHC program are to increase patient knowledge and encourage patient engagement with the dental provider.



How can we collaborate and create partnerships?

• Increase PSP schools, ask if your schools participate, offer to 
volunteer.

• Apply Fl Varnish to pregnant mothers and families.

• If your city is not naturally fluoridated at the optimal level, 
consider asking the city council about possible implementation.

• Educate and inform clients on cancer prevention with the HPV 
vaccination series.

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
As a final note, how can we collaborate?



Thank you!! 
Questions?

Julie.Boeckman@health.mo.gov
573-751-6249

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Here is my contact information, any questions?

mailto:Julie.Boeckman@health.mo.gov
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