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WHEREAS, the theme this year for Missouri Breastfeeding Month is “Sustaining Breastfeeding Together”, with the purpose to inform people about the Sustainable Development Goals and how these goals can be met by the protection, promotion and support of breastfeeding; and

WHEREAS, breastfeeding and human milk are the normative standards for infant feeding and nutrition. The American Academy of Pediatrics states that infant nutrition should be considered a public health issue and not only a lifestyle choice, and reaffirms its recommendation of breastfeeding for one year or longer as mutually desired by mother and infant; and   

WHEREAS, the right of mothers to breastfeed their children, with discretion, in any public or private location where the mother is otherwise authorized to be is protected by law in the State of Missouri; and

WHEREAS, this protection of breastfeeding rights allows mothers and children to fully reap the benefits of breastfeeding, including providing the best nutrition for infants and reducing the risk of infections, SIDS, asthma, diabetes, obesity and other diseases for children well into adulthood, and reducing the risk to mothers of cancers of the reproductive organs, diabetes and osteoporosis; and

WHEREAS, the ability of mothers to fully breastfeed their children is improved when mothers are supported by their family, healthcare providers, hospitals, employers, child care providers and community; and

WHEREAS, the  “Organization Name” recognizes that it is vital for families to make informed choices about the care of their infants and supports increased efforts by hospitals, healthcare providers, employers and the community to encourage and support breastfeeding; and

WHEREAS, Breastfeeding Month is observed annually in Missouri, educating moms, families, and communities on the benefits of breastfeeding, the support services available in their communities, and how we all can work together to sustain breastfeeding;  

NOW, THEREFORE, I, I “MAYOR NAME”, MAYOR OF “CITY”, MISSOURI, do hereby proclaim August as Missouri Breastfeeding Month.   
