Rrural Spotlioht

National Child Abuse Prevention
Month

National Child Abuse Prevention Month is a time to
acknowledge the importance of families and
communities working together to prevent child abuse
and neglect, and to promote the social and emotional
well-being of children and families. During the month
of April and throughout the year, communities are
encouraged to share child abuse and neglect prevention
awareness strategies,

activities and promote prevention across the country.

For more information visit the US Department of Health and Human
Services/Child Abuse Prevention website:

Missouri Department of Health and Senior Services

Office of Primary Care and Rural Health P.O.Box 570 Jefferson City, MO 65102 health.mo.gov 573.751.6219 800.891.7415
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Rural Spotlight

Congratulations Are In Order!!!

Rural Health Champion Award for 2014

CONGRATULATIONS to the Administrator of the Putnam County Health Department in
Unionville, MO, Ms. Ericka Klingner, for being voted Missouri’s Rural Health Champion

for 2014!

For the past seven years, Ms. Klingner has been the go to person for major changes which are
benefiting the health and wellness of Putnam County; a small rural population of around 4,875

people.

Melissa VanDyne (left) with the
Missouri State Office of Rural
Health (MORH) presents Ms. Ericka
Klingner the 2014 Rural Health
Champion Award

Ericka’s honest approach and extraordinary ability in writing grants
has greatly improved their community. She has brought in over
$790,000.00 in grant monies used to update their city parks and
Putnam County R1 School’s track, trail and fitness facility. She has
helped local daycare providers do match grants for new playground
equipment and implemented nutrition

education classes through the Putnam County Memorial Hospital,
and the Senior Center Café and Resource Center. She has
facilitated committees and coalitions to recruit the necessary
planning networks that go into making all these projects successful.

Ericka has also pursued the ‘Livable Streets’ Campaign so that their
school students can now walk or ride bicycles to school on safe
sidewalks which were broken or nonexistent.

Ericka’s hard work is bringing people together and has encouraged them to think about their
health and wellness and actually do something about it. Their parks are now a beautiful safe
place for children to play and people to enjoy being outdoors, getting physical activity into

their day to day lives.

If you , your staff, a rural health facility or hospital in your Community, have
received an award or recognition for a job well done; we would love to highlight their
accomplishments in our Rural Spotlight Newsletter.
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