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Be Lead Aware Before you Repair 

[Agency Name] Highlights the Importance of Lead Safe Work Practices when Remodeling Old Homes to Prevent Lead Poisoning of the Family.

[Your City, State] –Lead poisoning is one of the most common and preventable health problems for children today.  It is estimated that every year approximately 310,000 children across the United States have elevated blood lead levels (EBL’s) of 10 micrograms per deciliter (10 µg/dl) or greater.  In Missouri, over 1,350 children under six years of age were identified with EBL’s during 2007.  However, this number does not take into account the children who had EBL’s but were not tested.

Lead affects nearly every system in the body.  Some health effects may include: learning disabilities; behavior disorders; lowered IQ; development delay; slowed growth; hearing loss; and hyperactivity.  Lead poisoning often occurs with no obvious symptoms, and some symptoms are the same as those of more common illnesses.  To have a blood lead test for your children, talk to your healthcare provider or local public health agency.

The most common way children are lead poisoned is from exposure to lead paint, which is frequently found in homes built before 1978.  Disturbing the lead paint allows dust to settle on toys, windowsills and floors.  Children can then breathe in or swallow lead dust and paint chips.  Learning how to minimize the release of lead dust into the air when doing home projects is crucial to prevent lead poisoning. Teaching families how to have their homes tested for lead, as well as how to take a few extra precautions when working, could make a big difference.  

To eliminate lead poisoning, [City/County] is participating in the statewide “Be Lead Aware Before you Repair” campaign from [date to date].  [Enter your local information—event, date, time, place, etc.—here.  For example, informational sessions on lead safe work practices in [City/County], demonstration workshops in local hardware stores for specific projects, health fairs offering giveaways such as disposable coveralls, cloths and spray bottles etc., and free blood lead tests for young children.]
Childhood lead poisoning remains a major environmental health problem in the United States, and it is entirely preventable.  Do your part by preventing children’s exposure to lead hazards among your family and your community.  Together we can protect our children from the dangers of lead poisoning.
For more information on the childhood lead poisoning prevention activities in your area, call [Contact Name & Number].  For general information about lead poisoning or checking your home for lead hazards, visit the Missouri Department of Health and Senior Services Childhood Lead Poisoning Prevention Program website at www.dhss.mo.gov/ChildhoodLead/.
