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Childhood Lead Poisoning Prevention Advocates:

Lead poisoning remains a major environmental health concern for children today.  The best way to address lead poisoning is through primary prevention.  One method of doing this is to focus on preventing lead poisoning through safe home renovation practices.  This can help prevent lead poisoning in children.  In Missouri, we will use this theme in a statewide press release during a childhood lead poisoning prevention campaign for lead poisoning prevention week October 19 – October 25, 2008.  During this time, we would like you to partner with local hardware stores, radio stations and newspapers.  Join us in participating in the “Be Lead Aware Before you Repair” campaign.  We encourage you to use the attached materials in the campaign during the week of October 19 – October 25, 2008.  Feel free to continue using these materials after the campaign has ended.

The campaign goal is to increase blood lead screening, testing, and education of people who are doing remodeling projects in their homes.  By targeting lead-safe repair practices, you may prevent lead dust from contaminating homes and poisoning children.  

Materials provided for the campaign include:

1. Brochure- Designed to be given out to hardware stores.  The brochure discusses the dangers of Lead and Renovation and gives specific tips about ways to work lead-safe before during and after projects.

2. Fact sheet- Designed to be given to interested residents by health departments or distributed at hardware stores.  It contains information about the dangers of Lead and Renovation, but focuses specifically on what to do with your children when you are remodeling.  What they should be eating, where they should stay and having them lead tested.

3. Flyer- To be posted in hardware stores or other convenient locations.  The purpose is to deliver the basic message that you should be aware of lead hazards when doing home projects, as well as contact information for more specific information.

4. Radio PSA- 15-second and 30-second radio spots that will be recorded onto C.D.’s that will be distributed to each Local Public Health Agency.  The purpose is to deliver basic message and contact information.  Can be played on local radio stations, or D.J’s can read the message and give local agency contact information.  Expect hard copy to be mailed soon.

5. Press Release- Allows counties to insert their own information and publish basic lead poisoning information as well as specific events they may be doing to promote the campaign.

CDC/EPA is developing a poster that will be distributed nationwide that deals with the same theme as our campaign.  We plan on making that available also, however it is not yet available for preview.
Remember, by participating you are providing lead poisoning prevention information to people in your community who may not have otherwise received it.  To make this a statewide campaign, please promote childhood lead poisoning prevention week October 19 – October 25, 2008 using the materials provided.  You may modify materials to ensure they work for your community.  Feel free to reproduce copies or you can obtain copies from Allyssa Clayes.  If you have questions, contact Allyssa Clayes at (573) 751-6102.
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