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WHAT IS THE ISSUE? WHAT CAN YOU DO?

Private drinking water wells in
Jefferson County have been
found with elevated levels of
lead due to historic mining
activities in the area. *The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)
+An estimated 20% of the provides private well water testing and a filtration
system free of charge to qualifying residents in
Jefferson County to reduce lead in their drinking
water.

Get your private well tested and have an
appropriate filtration system installed if results
show elevated concentrations of lead.

population in Jefferson County
get their water from a private
well rather than a public water
system.

*Nearly 1,800 private wells have Heavy Metal
been tested so far, but many a with Heavier
residents with private wells have Consequences

not yet had their well tested. There is no safe level of lead in the bloodstream; any amount of lead is toxic.
Some symptoms are not obvious, which is why testing for lead levels in the

. blood is so important.
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Southwest Jefferson County Mining Site

Jefferson County is part of S
Missouri’s Old Lead Belt. Historical g
mining activities and the use of mine }
waste as topsoil and fill material in |
residential yards, along roads, and ‘
along rail lines have contributed to / / J
elevated levels of lead and other s A W e S T
heavy metals in soil, groundwater, ST NP -\‘ ; g § i
surface water and sediment in the e P G O V" T - nean e
area. | VX Pe ;—1 e 7 S ——
:'3{;‘.2 vy ‘ we b LTS §&~JH
The Southwest Jefferson County N B A L ‘ >
Mining (SJCM) Site is on EPA’s N B e S </
National Priorities List (NPL). The PG i A (o
site is in Southeastern Missouri and DT e il L 6 2
includes all of Jefferson County, N R »‘1 y o
with the exception of the A LSt o
Herculaneum Lead Smelter Site. X - TN
A R ey S

Contact Information:
EPA — Steve Sturgess, (913) 551-7913
Jefferson County Health Department — (636) 797-3737

For more information on the SJCM Site:
EPA Factsheet—www.epa.gov/mo/southwest-jefferson-county-mining-national-priorities-list-npl
-superfund-site-jefferson-county-4
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