
Priorities, 
Issues, and Officers

The Silver Haired Legislature works in 
coordination with the Area Agencies on Aging 

and the Department of Health and Senior 
Services, Division of Senior and Disability 

Services.

SHL Coordinators

SOUTHWEST		 Rebecca (Becca) Fields
			   (417) 868-9508
			   rebecca@swmoa.com 

SOUTHEAST		  Jackie Dover
			   (573) 335-3331
			   jdover@agingmatters2u.com

CARE CONNECTION	Vickie Whitsitt
			   (660) 747-3107
			   vwhitsitt@goaging.org

 NORTHWEST	 Freda Miller		                          	
			   (816) 396-0567		
	            		 fmiller@nwmoaaa.org 

NORTHEAST		 Pam Windtberg
			   (660) 665-4682
			   nemoaaa@sbcglobal.net

 CENTRAL MO	 Jean Leonatti
			   (573) 443-5823
			   jleonatti@cmaaa.net 

MARC			  Jacqui Moore
			   (816) 474-4240
			   jacquimo@marc.org

MID-EAST		  Jan Keith			 
			   (314) 484-4511
			   jkeith@mid-eastaaa.org

REGION X		  Charlotte Crum
			   (417) 781-7562
			   ccrum@aaaregionx.org

SAINT  LOUIS	 Anneliese Stoever
			   (314) 657-1669
			   stoevera@stlouis-mo.gov

STATEWIDE		  Kayla Curry			 
			   (573) 522-6517
		  	 kayla.curry@health.mo.gov

MO Silver Haired Legislative Board

PRESIDENT – WALT BITTLE (President Pro-Tem, Senate)
Warrenton; (636) 456-5603; waltb50@charter.net

1st VICE PRESIDENT – JO WALKER  (Southwest Chair)
Marshfield; (417) 859-4496; walkers1958@gmail.com

2nd VICE PRESIDENT – BARB ITTNER (Senate Majority
Leader) Noel; (417) 436-2351; bjittner@netins.net

SECRETARY – SHIRLEY ROSS (Care Connection Chair)
Lexington; (660) 259-3694; sr3nr@embarqmail.com

TREASURER – PEGGY WILSON (St. Louis Chair)
St. Louis; (314) 367-0576; peggycookie2@charter.net  

Betty Scott (Senate Minority Leader)
Washington; (636) 239-2158; bjscott2006@sbcglobal.net 

Chuck Wooten (Speaker of the House)
Springfield; (417) 351-3164; wootenjoan44@yahoo.com

Jack DeSelms (House Speaker Pro-Tem)
Weston; (816) 305-6188; jdeselms2@kc.rr.com

William H. Minton (House Majority Leader)
St. Joseph; (816) 364-1989; mintonins@gmail.com

Ron Clark (House Minority Leader) 
Shell Knob; (417) 671-1890; ronclarksk@gmail.com 

Pat Donehue (Central Missouri Chair)
Jefferson City; (573) 893-3428; chip@socket.net 

Ken Fitzpatrick (MARC Chair)
Gladstone; (816) 682-6002; mrfitz@kc.rr.com 

Robert E. (Bob) Snyder (Mid-East Chair)
Ballwin; (636) 227-5517; snyderre@swbell.net

Mary Lou Brennan (Northeast Acting Chair) 
Hannibal; (573) 248-3104; mlb2006@charter.net 

John Murphy (Northwest Chair)
Maysville; (816) 449-5759; farmerjohn39@yahoo.com

Jerry Williams (Region X Chair) 
Joplin; (417) 625-9368; jerry.williams7733@aol.com

Connie Larrew (Southeast Chair)
Poplar Bluff; (573) 429-9626; cjlarrew@yahoo.com

IMMEDIATE PAST PRESIDENT – Bruce Yampolsky
St. Louis; (314) 398-1863; bbytlg@gmail.com
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Missouri Silver Haired Legislature 
(SHL) History/Facts: 

Created in 1973, Missouri’s SHL has 
the distinction of being the first such 
organization in the United States.

•	 The Silver Haired Legislature is 		
	 composed of citizens, age 60 or older, 	
	 who volunteer their time to advocate on 	
	 behalf of Missouri’s older adults.

•	 The delegates are elected from each 	
	 of Missouri’s ten Area Agencies on 		
	 Aging (AAA’s). Each delegation consists 	
	 of twelve Representatives and three 		
	 Senators for a total of 150 legislators.

•	 All legislators meet annually for a model 	
	 legislative session at the State Capitol.  	
	 They debate and vote on their top five 	
	 priority proposals.

•	 Once the five priorities are chosen, the 	
	 legislators return to their districts to 
	 encourage support of those issues.  		
	 They testify before the Missouri Senate 	
	 and House and speak with senior 		
	 groups regarding those issues.

2016 Missouri Silver Haired 
Legislature Priorities

•	 Increase Funding for AAA Home-		
	 Delivered and Congregate Meals 

•	 Increase the Medicaid Home-Delivered 	
	 Meal Rate by 10 Percent 
		
•	 Expand Medicaid (MO HealthNet)

•	 Increase the Allowable Asset Level for   	
	 Persons on MO HealthNet to $2,000 for 	
	 an Individual and $4,000 for a Couple

•	 Establish the Senior Services Enhanced
	 Funding Program

SHL Will Also Support Legislative 
Action for the Following Issues:

•	 Increase funding for transportation 		
	 services

•	 Financial assistance to seniors for 		
	 medically necessary hearing, vision, 		
	 and dental services through MO 		
	 HealthNet

•	 Ban texting on any hand-held cell 		
	 device for drivers of all ages when 		
	 operating a vehicle

•	 Silver Alert combined with Amber Alert

• 	 Reasonable restrictions on payday 		
	 loans

Proposals Passed into Law

Over the years, SHL has grown in visibility and esteem. It 
has advocated for many proposals that are now state law, 
such as: 

•	 Exploitation of the Elderly & Elder Abuse Laws 
•	 Deletion of Sales Tax on Pharmaceuticals 
•	 Permanent Funding for CLAIM 
•	 Circuit Breaker Law 
•	 Notification of Liens Against Real Estate Property	
•	 Creation of the Missouri Senior Rx Program 
•	 Strengthening Pre-need Funeral Regulations
•	 Increasing Personal Needs Allowance for Medicaid
	 Residents in Long-Term Care Facilities
•	 Senior Savings Protection Act
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