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February 27, 2009

Dear Friends:

State officials plan to reach out to seniors throughout Missouri and tackle several of seniors’ biggest concerns as part of Older Americans Month in May.  Economic security, health care and social activities—these three major concerns of older Missourians will be addressed by several dynamic speakers. The Missouri Department of Health and Senior Services is compiling a list of such speakers and encourages you to use these speakers at your own special events in May to mark the month. The department will promote your event through press releases and its Web site. We believe this unique promotion will encourage a broad range of seniors to explore your services, especially those who do not typically attend Area Agencies on Aging, senior centers, or local public health centers. 
If your agency already has an Older Americans Month activity planned, please let us know what it is and whether an opportunity exists for department staff to participate. 

Please respond to this e-mail by March 16, 2009, and let us know whether your agency already has an Older Americans Month activity planned or would like to receive more information about our list of speakers and resources.

Older Americans Month originated with a presidential proclamation by John F. Kennedy in May 1963.  U.S. presidents ever since then have proclaimed May 1 through May 31 as a time to honor and pay homage to older people, whose ranks continue to grow as 78 million baby boomers continue to age. The month is celebrated with ceremonies, events and fairs nationwide. This year’s theme is “Living Today for a Better Tomorrow.”
Thank you for all the work you do. My staff looks forward to working with you to promote active, healthy lifestyles for Missouri seniors. 

Sincerely,
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Margaret T. Donnelly


Director

MTD/cp

www.dhss.mo.gov
Healthy Missourians for life.
The Missouri Department of Health and Senior Services will be the leader in promoting, protecting and partnering for health.
AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY / AFFIRMATIVE ACTION EMPLOYER: Services provided on a nondiscriminatory basis.
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