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Attention:  Urgent
Please forward the following information to your Environmental Public Health Specialist as soon as possible.

	To:
	All Local Health Agencies

	From:
	Russell Lilly

	Date:
	Monday, January 12, 2009

	Subject:
	Peanut Butter Recall

	
	


You have likely heard media reports of a nationwide outbreak of Salmonella Typhimurium.  This outbreak involves 370+ cases in 42 states; Missouri currently has 8 widely distributed cases that appear to be associated with this outbreak.  Health officials in Minnesota have put out a press release associating consumption of the peanut butter involved in this recall to the outbreak.  Salmonella has been identified in this particular peanut butter.
Many recalls we distribute are based on positive product sample results with no cases of illness, while these are important, in cases like this one where there is possibly an ongoing outbreak associated with a product we have extra responsibility to make every effort to assure this adulterated food product is removed from commerce.   Please contact schools, hospitals, nursing homes and other facilities in your jurisdiction that may use 5 pound institutional type containers of peanut butter and assure they are aware of this recall and have stopped using any recalled product. 
The two brands involved in this recall are: King Nut peanut butter and Parnell’s Pride peanut butter.
Also be aware that the company recalling this peanut butter is not the manufacturer and that this peanut butter has been used as an ingredient for other food items.  There is a chance this may develop into a “rolling recall” having additional related products recalled by additional firms.
The recall announcement follows:
Recall -- Firm Press Release

FDA posts press releases and other notices of recalls and market withdrawals from the firms involved as a service to consumers, the media, and other interested parties. FDA does not endorse either the product or the company.

King Nut Issues Peanut Butter Recall

Contact:
Martin Kanan 
440-248-8484 extension 244 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE --Solon, Ohio (January 10, 2009) - King Nut Companies, a distributor of peanut butter manufactured for them by Peanut Corporation of America, today announced a recall of peanut butter distributed under the King Nut label. No other King Nut products are included in this recall.

King Nut took this action as soon as it was informed that salmonella had been found in an open five-pound tub of King Nut peanut butter. King Nut distributes peanut butter only through food service accounts. It is not sold directly to consumers. King Nut does not supply any of the ingredients for the peanut butter distributed under its label. All other King Nut products are safe and not included in this voluntary recall.

“We are very sorry this happened,” said Martin Kanan, president and chief executive officer of King Nut Companies. “We are taking immediate and voluntary action because the health and safety of those who use our products is always our highest priority.”

“Because we don’t manufacture peanut butter, we will do what we can to get this product out of distribution and will work with the manufacturer to inform others of this problem,” Kanan said. “We also distribute peanut butter from this manufacturer under the Parnell’s Pride brand, although we are not the only distributor. However, we have asked our customers to remove this brand as well.”

Kanan said that King Nut began contacting customers immediately to stop distributing all peanut butter with lot codes beginning with “8,” and immediately cancelled orders with the manufacturer.
Customers are asked to take all King Nut peanut butter and Parnell’s Pride peanut butter distributed by King Nut out of distribution immediately. For more information, go to www.kingnut.com.
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The Missouri Department of Health and Senior Services protects and promotes quality of life and health for all Missourians by developing and implementing programs and systems that provide: information and education, effective regulation and oversight, quality services, and surveillance of diseases and conditions.

AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY / AFFIRMATIVE ACTION EMPLOYER: Services provided on a nondiscriminatory basis.
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