
Sample Key Messages for LPHAs

Local Planning

We have a plan in place to respond to a bioterrorist attack or other public health emergency.

· The plan focuses on disease prevention, treatment and community health.

· The plan is written in conjunction with local, state and federal plans and regulations.

· The plan is constantly being tested, evaluated and revised.

The initial response to any disaster will be a local response.

· Local public health departments must be prepared to respond and work unassisted by outside agencies for the first 48 to 72 hours.

· Local public health agencies must work in partnership with other local agencies.

· Local volunteers will be a vital part of community response.

We have systems in place now to alert us to public health emergencies.

· Syndromic surveillance

· Health Alert Network

· Intelligence and security alerts

We are constantly working to strengthen our response.

· Staff and volunteer recruiting, training and education

· Staying current on the latest information, technology, guidelines and threats

· Exercises

We have a local plan to treat those affected by biological agents or other public health hazards.

· Medication Dispensing Sites have been designated for mass prophylaxis.

· Staff and volunteers are being trained in preparedness and response.

· We are collaborating with local agencies on response strategies, cross-training, sharing personnel and utilizing resources

Much of the public health response will be similar to the activities we do every day.

· Disease investigation

· Surveillance

· Prevention and treatment

The Local Public Health Department will handle isolation or quarantine with professionalism and concern for individual needs and privacy issues.

· Isolation and quarantine are proven methods for controlling the spread of communicable diseases.

· We will strive to meet the needs of individuals in isolation and quarantine.

· We will work fervently to maintain confidentially.

We will make it our priority to provide the public with timely, accurate, credible information.

· In a public health emergency the facts of the disease or illness are sometimes not readily available.

· Investigations at times reveal pieces of the puzzle that need to be put together before the whole picture becomes clear.

· We will keep the public apprised of information as soon as it is available to us.

The local public health department will be the lead agency in a bioterrorist attack or other public health emergency.

· The LPHA will be responsible to coordinate community volunteers in a quality public health response.

· The LPHA will work with local agencies in a unified response.

· The LPHA will work with state and federal agencies in a supporting role.

Strategic National Stockpile

The SNS provides medicines, antidotes, medical supplies and medical equipment necessary for communities to counter the effects of biological pathogens and chemical and nerve agents.

· The SNS is a federal asset that will be requested by the Governor, with advice and consultation from the Department of Health and Senior Services and State Emergency Management Agency. The state health department, in collaboration with the local public health agencies, will determine the appropriate request depending on the event and the known agent.

· The SNS will arrive in any location across the U.S. within 12 hours of being deployed.

· Materials in the SNS can be used to augment local resources, treat symptomatic individuals and provide prophylaxis to protect the health of our community.

The SNS will be handled at the local level by trained professionals.

· The county emergency plan addresses how to receive SNS materials from the state health department for local distribution.

· SNS materials will be dispensed to residents and visitors in the county according to the county mass prophylaxis plan.

· State and federal professionals will provide guidance for distributing the SNS.

The SNS was developed in 1999 to assist communities in responding to public health emergencies.

· The SNS is a federal asset controlled by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC).

· The SNS offers rapid response support in the early hours of a public health emergency.

· The SNS may be requested by a state health department through emergency management and the Governor’s office.

Upon request, the CDC can deploy a 12-hour Push Package.

· There are twelve 12-hour push packs centrally located around the United States ready for immediate deployment.

· The Push Packs take up 5,000 square feet of storage space and require a jumbo jet or eight tractor-trailer trucks to be moved.

· The 12-hour push packs contain 50 tons of medical material including pharmaceuticals, medical supplies and medical equipment.  More materials will arrive as needed through additional inventory.
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