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PRESS RELEASE


For immediate release:

(date)(time)

Contact:

(name)

(title)

(phone)

Subject:

____ Virus Strikes _____ County

(town), MO – The ________ County Health Department confirms the first case of _____ in a (age) man/woman in ______ County.  

“Our hearts and our support are with the family as they care for their loved one right now,” says administrator (name).  “We knew we couldn’t stop the virus from coming to our home, and we’ve worked hard as a community to slow it down.  Now more than ever, we have to band together to fight against it, and to support those in our community who may become ill and need our care and our assistance.”

(name) encourages residents who develop flu-like symptoms such as headache, body aches, fever, cough or exhaustion to stay home and contact their health care provider/call the health department at xxx-xxxx.  He/She urges residents who are not ill to make sure they have food, medication and other items they may need if they get ill and have to isolate themselves at home for several days.

“We must be disciplined to isolate ourselves at home if we’re not feeling well,” adds (name).  “I know the temptation is to continue going to work, going to the store or going to school, but to do that is to risk spreading the virus to other people in our community.”

Residents who have not yet talked to their employer about flexible work schedules or leave policies are encouraged to do so.  Parents should also check with their child’s school about sick leave policies and homework.  Residents are also encouraged to avoid large crowds, avoid people who are sick and continue practicing frequent hand washing and respiratory etiquette.
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