This message is to be used as a framework from which you can develop specific and accurate information relative to the current event before you.


Vaccination Sites Update

(Messages for news conference/release)

I am pleased to report the first (number of) hours of the (smallpox) vaccination process have gone fairly smoothly.  We sincerely appreciate the public’s cooperation in making that happen.

The (Smallpox) Vaccination Sites opened at (time) today.  Our staff has vaccinated approximately ____ people so far, and the sites will remain open until (time or date).

The sites will open again at (time) tomorrow.  All residents and visitors to the area who meet the __(list specifics)__ criteria should come to their designated site to be vaccinated against smallpox.  The vaccination will be provided at no cost; it is the best prevention against (smallpox).  There is enough vaccine for everyone, and our staff is working diligently to ensure everyone is vaccinated in a timely fashion.  Please help us by reporting to your designated site to ensure an orderly and efficient process.

The vaccination sites are: [list sites and locations and explain which residents (e.g. school district) should go to the various sites]. ______ County residents should report (list time and explain procedures for orderly distribution of medications). Non-residents currently visiting the county should proceed to the nearest site.  

For more information, please call the (county/city) Health Department hotline at (phone number) or visit our website at (website address).

Smallpox is a contagious and potentially fatal infectious disease that is spread from person-to-person through close personal contact or through contaminated body fluids.  The best way you can help protect yourself and our community is to be vaccinated.
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