This message is to be used as a framework from which you can develop specific and accurate information relative to the current event before you.


Medication Dispensing Procedures

(Messages for news conference/release)

Due to the recent cases of (agent/illness/disease) local authorities are enacting a plan to offer preventive medication to potentially exposed persons at no charge. Those persons who will receive the medication include (define who is included in “potentially exposed public”).

There is enough medication for everyone affected.  Each potentially exposed person will have the opportunity to receive medication.

If you are a resident or visitor to the area, and you and/or a family member meet the above criteria, please (send one adult per household –or- refer to your plan’s procedures) to the medication dispensing site (MDS), located at (site) (address).

The MDS will open at (time) (date) and will remain open as needed.

One household representative will be allowed to pick up medication for all household members who meet the above criteria after filling out a short form, which will provide us with a few items of information.  In order to expedite the process, please bring the following information with you for each affected household member.

· Name

· Age

· Weight

· Any known allergies to antibiotics

· Whether person is taking either probenecid (brand names) or theophylline (brand names)

· Any current kidney problems

Once you have filled out the form, staff members will review it and will then give you the appropriate medications.

Household members may not all receive the same medication, but any medications given at the dispensing site should be effective in reducing the risk of becoming ill with (agent/illness/disease).  Please carefully follow the directions that are given out with the medication.

If you have questions about (agent/illness/disease), the medication dispensing site, or the medication you received, please call the (county/city) Health Department hotline at (phone number), or visit our website at (website address).
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