This message is to be used as a framework from which you can develop specific and accurate information relative to the current event before you.


Dispensing Sites to Open

(Messages for news conference/release)

The ______ County Emergency Management Agency and the ______ County Health Department are activating the county’s Mass Prophylaxis Emergency Plan.

(date)(time) the (facility)(address) will open as a medication dispensing site.  Any _____ County resident or area visitor who (attended the event -or- located in geographic area during selected time period) and who does not have symptoms of (list symptoms) will be eligible to receive antibiotic medication (or vaccine) to reduce the risk he/she will become ill.  (See below for information regarding persons with symptoms.) The (event) took place at (location) on (date).  The preventive medication will be provided at no cost.

In order to allow everyone to receive medication more quickly, we ask that (only one member) from each affected household report to the (site) (date).  Please do not come early.  The site will not open until (time).

For each household member for whom you will be picking up medications, please have the following information available:

· What is the person’s age?

· What is the person’s weight?

· Is the person allergic to any antibiotic?

· Is the person currently taking probenecid (brand names) or theophylline (brand names)?

· Does the person currently have kidney problems?

(Include basic information on agent/disease and emphasize that it is a serious condition and the need for preventive treatment.)

Remember (agent/disease) (is/is not) spread from person-to-person.  (Who) needs to receive medication at the vaccination sites. 

(Persons who have symptoms of  (list symptoms) should immediately contact _______________.) These individuals should not come to the dispensing site.

If you have any questions, we have an automated hotline set up at (hotline number) or you can speak with a staff member at the ______ County Health Department by calling (phone number).
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