This message is to be used as a framework from which you can develop specific and accurate information relative to the smallpox emergency.


Smallpox – Vaccination Sites Opening *

*See SNS section for additional templates

(Messages for news conference/release)

We appreciate your cooperation in responding to the smallpox situation we are currently facing in the United States.

Earlier this morning the stockpile of smallpox vaccine arrived safely in _______ County.  The vaccine was provided through the Strategic National Stockpile (SNS) program, which was established by the federal government to provide large and continuous quantities of vaccines, medications, and medical equipment to the site of an emergency.  The vaccine is currently being delivered to our vaccination sites.

Smallpox vaccinations will be provided to all residents and visitors at no cost.  There is enough vaccine for every person, and our staff will work diligently to make sure each person is given the opportunity to be vaccinated in a timely fashion.

The vaccination site(s) will open at (time) tomorrow.  Everyone living in or visiting ________ County should come to the vaccination sites to receive a smallpox vaccination. 

Residents should follow these procedures for receiving a vaccination: (explain directions/procedures and times for vaccination sites for the public). Please report to your designated site to ensure an orderly and efficient process for all of us.

The vaccination sites will be: (list sites and locations and explain which residents should go to the various sites). ________ County residents should report (list time and explain procedures for orderly distribution of medications). Non-residents currently visiting the county should proceed to the nearest site.  

For more information, or if you are uncertain where to report, please call the (county/city) Health Department hotline at (phone number) or visit our website at (website address).

Smallpox is a contagious and potentially fatal infectious disease that is spread from person-to-person through close personal contact or through contaminated body fluids.  There is no specific treatment.  The best prevention is vaccination.
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