This message is to be used as a framework from which you can develop specific and accurate information relative to the current event before you.


Smallpox – Vaccine Received

(Messages for news conference/release)

The smallpox vaccine has arrived in Missouri. The vaccine, along with additional medical supplies, was provided through the Strategic National Stockpile (SNS) program. The federal government established the SNS in order to provide large and continuous quantities of vaccines, medications, and medical equipment to the site of an emergency.  The smallpox vaccine will be unpacked in (Kansas City), repackaged, and then transported to (southwest) Missouri in the next (____) hours.

_____ County will receive enough vaccine to vaccinate every resident and visitor in the county.  Similar shipments will be made to ____ counties in Missouri and ____ states in the nation.

Once the smallpox vaccine arrives in _____ County, we will activate our vaccination sites.  We will update you with information on where these sites are located, and when and where you should go to receive your smallpox vaccination.

The vaccinations will be provided at no cost.  It is vital that each resident and visitor in the county take steps to protect our community’s health by receiving vaccine at one of the vaccination sites in the next few days. Residents should follow these procedures for receiving their vaccinations: (explain directions/procedures for vaccination site).

Smallpox is a contagious and potentially fatal disease, and the best prevention is vaccination.
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