This message is to be used as a framework from which you can develop specific and accurate information relative to the current event before you.


	
	


Inhalational Anthrax, Test Results

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

DATE:

CONTACT:
Tests Show Inhalational Anthrax

Test results on __(#)____  _______ County residents being treated at area hospitals confirm that these individuals have inhalational anthrax.

Health department investigators are working to determine the source of the anthrax in order to determine who is at risk for developing disease.

In order to help protect ________ County residents from developing inhalational anthrax, the health department will offer free preventive treatment to all potentially exposed residents and visitors.  More information will be released as soon as possible.  Please listen to a credible news source for details on where you should go to receive treatment to decrease the risk of developing illness.

Anthrax is an infection caused by a bacteria.  It most commonly infects animals like cattle, sheep and goats, but can also infect humans.  Inhalational anthrax, which results from breathing in anthrax spores, is not spread from person-to-person.

Symptoms of inhalational anthrax may include flu-like symptoms, a fever greater than 100° F, a dry cough, chest discomfort, shortness of breath, tiredness or muscle aches. If you develop an illness with fever, immediately contact your physician or hospital emergency room.

If you have questions, please call the _________ County Health Department hotline at ___(phone number)_____.
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