This message is to be used as a framework from which you can develop specific and accurate information relative to the current event before you.


Bioterrorism Agent – Test Results Identify Agent

(Messages for news conference/release)

Test results on (number of) patients admitted to area hospitals in the last (number of) days show infection due to (agent/exposure).

[Talk about agent, what it is, who it affects, how it is transmitted, description of the disease, treatment, prophylaxis (if available).]

Anyone who attended the (event/facility) may have been exposed to (agent) and needs to be treated with (treatment/prophylaxis) to decrease the risk of developing illness.  The (event) took place at the (location) on (dates).

Symptoms of (agent) may include (symptoms). If a person develops these symptoms, he/she should (explain action/steps for persons to take).

(agent) is/is not spread from person-to-person.  (Who needs prophylactic treatment?).

Please call the ________ County Health Department at (phone) for information on how to receive preventive treatment.  
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