This message is to be used as a framework from which you can develop specific and accurate information relative to the current event before you.


Flash Flooding Associated with Severe Weather
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

DATE

CONTACT: 
 

Flash floods can be potential killers and are associated with thunderstorms and even tornado outbreaks. In recent years, flash floods have produced more fatalities than tornadoes in Missouri and across the nation.  The following roads are closed due to flash flooding and rising water (local information here).

The State Emergency Management Agency and (your name and title here) advise Missourians to be aware of the serious potential hazard posed by flash flooding and to follow these safety tips in the event of such an occurrence.

A Flash Flood Watch is issued when the meteorologist expects rainfall to be heavy enough to produce flash flooding. The amount of rainfall needed to produce flash flooding is dependent on several factors. The most important of these are terrain, wetness of the soil and the stages of the affected rivers or streams.

A Flash Flood Warning is issued when flash flooding is imminent or already in progress. If you are in its path, move to higher ground immediately.

Thunderstorms may produce flash floods. Stay out of dry creek beds during thunderstorms. If you live near a river or stream, listen for flash flood warnings. 

Flash Flood Safety Tips
· Be especially cautious at night. It's harder to recognize the danger then.

· Watch for rising water levels.

· Don't try to race a flood on foot. If you see or hear it coming, move to higher ground as fast as you can.

· Don't try to drive through flooded areas.

· Abandon your vehicle if water begins to rise over the road, and head for higher ground.

For information on local hazardous areas to avoid call (local emergency number here). To report a flash flood or water over the road contact (local contact here).
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