MoALPHA and MALBOH Talking Points 
Restore General Revenue Funding for Aid to Local Public Health

Local public health agencies, the city and county health departments all over the state, are the backbone of the public health system in Missouri. 

We carry out essential public health services to promote health and protect the public. Good local public health services are essential to our state’s economic development goals. We must keep people healthy so they can be productive workers and entrepreneurs. We must help our children grow up safe and healthy. 
Much of the support for public health services comes from local funds, including taxes and fees. However, the state Aid to Local Public Health funding supports two critical functions: communicable disease control and environmental public health. These funds help assure that we have a statewide system of basic protections for the public. They allow local health departments to:
· Assure that patients with active tuberculosis and other communicable diseases are treated so the disease doesn’t spread. Public health nurses test and treat everyone who has had significant contact with the patient.

· Assure that food served in restaurants and sold in grocery stores is safe, by inspecting facilities and educating the employees.

· Make sure that when contaminated food is recalled, all the merchants are notified and the food is removed from the stores. Recent examples include contaminated ground turkey, canteloupe, and peanut butter.

· Trace the source and spread of disease outbreaks caused by contaminated food, water, or person-to-person contact, to stop them as soon as possible. Missouri has around 20 such outbreaks each year.
State GR funding for local public health services has been cut drastically, from $9,662,092 in FY 01 to an all-time low of $2,229,940 in FY 13. An additional $4,000,000 appropriation in FY 13 came from a one-time sweep of the MO Public Health Services Fund, which will not be available in FY 14.

Missouri ranks 50th in the nation in per-capita state public health funding.  Local funding has not grown in the present economic hard times, and the decreased revenue has led to decreases in local staff, programs and hours of operation.

Good public health services are essential to our state’s economic development goals. We must keep our people healthy so they can be productive workers and entrepreneurs. We must help our children grow up safe and healthy. By assuring a safe food supply and freedom from exposure to communicable diseases, we help assure a bright future for Missouri.

