Assessing the Health of Missouri 


Key Activity





Local Role

1. Collecting Health Related Data

A   Develop and maintain systems for 
collecting vital records, community 


and demographic data that characterize

 
the health of the population, conditions 


that affect health, and the health system.
(L Collect local vital records on births and deaths 


and forward to the state health agency.
(   

(L Collect local reports on morbidity/mortality and disease reports from within the local jurisdiction. 
(
(L 
Acquire locally relevant information regarding


 socio-economic factors that could influence 


the health of the community.
(
(L Apply current technology (e.g., computerized information system/geographic information 


system {GIS}) to map local locations of 


significant events or conditions affecting health. 
(
(L Receive appropriate coroner/medical examiner 


reports that relate to public health concerns in 


the community.


B  
Develop and maintain a state-wide 



disease surveillance system and conduct 



active surveillance for specific diseases

 

and health conditions.
(L
Collect reports of laboratory confirmed 


communicable diseases or health conditions

 
occurring in the community.
(
(L
Collect disease surveillance reports from 


community health care sentinel system.
(
(L
Collect and track reports on disease outbreaks occurring within the local community. 
(

and its Communities


State Role




Public Health Intervention
(S Receive and compile vital record reports
received from local jurisdictions.

(S Collect and compile data reports from local 
jurisdictions on morbidity and 
mortality occurrences.

(S Collect state-wide information on socio-
economic factors that could have an 
influence on the health status of the state.

(S Implement and promote the use of current 
technology to map locations of significant 
health events or conditions.

(S Collect data on licensed, controlled or 
designated health facilities and providers.

(S Collect statewide data on uninsured citizens 
of the state

(S Receive statewide data from health care 
facilities on utilization rates.

(S Request and compile health assessment data 
from appropriate federal agencies.

(S Collect and compile hospital discharge data 
reports from facilities throughout the state.
To be able to understand the health of a community or the state as a whole, public health agencies need to collect accurate, timely and relevant data and information at both the local and state level.  Data determines how the Public Health System will react to health conditions, therefore its accurate collection is of great importance

Statutory References:192.060 and Chapters 192, 193 
& 205 RSMo

(S
Collect statewide reports on laboratory 
confirmed disease or health conditions.

(S
Collect and compile statewide data from 
local health care sentinel reporting system

(S Collect and compile data on local disease 
outbreaks

(S
Maintain and compile data from disease, 
trauma and immunization registries.

(S
Collect statewide data regarding injuries 
seen in emergency settings.

(S
Collect and compile local reports on 
diseases required to be reported by health 
care and other providers. 
Identifying diseases in the community and within the state at the earliest possible time is key to being able to contain and control illness.  Surveillance requires a dedicated day-to-day commitment by local health departments to make sure that any occurrence of disease is rapidly detected and reported to the state health agency.

Statutory References:192.020,.025,.067,.139 and 
Chapters 191, 192 and 205 RSMo






Key Activity




Local Role
1. Collecting Health Related Data (Continued)

B Develop and maintain a state-wide disease 
surveillance system and 
conduct....(continued)




C  Design and conduct other assessment 
activities and studies to ascertain 
biological and behavioral risk factors for 
diseases; health conditions; and health 
consequences of occupational and 
environmental exposures.


(L
Receive data from locally conducted or 


sponsored behavioral risk factor surveys.
(
(L
Receive information gained from knowledge, beliefs, 


and attitudes surveys and health interview surveys. 
(
(L
Compile data from local investigations of 



disease outbreaks.
(
(L
Collect local data on occupation health conditions



from agricultural & industrial surveys.
(
(L
Collect data from locally conducted specific



biological studies (e.g., genetic diseases, 



arthritis, etc.), local environmental surveys, and 



occupational hazard risk surveys.
(
(L
Collect information and data gained from health 



risk appraisals performed in the community(ies).
(
(L
Receive and compile health data from local 
institutional  




reporting (e.g., schools, daycare centers, correctional 




facilities, senior citizens centers, headstarts, etc.).
(
(L
Establish and maintain health information from local 




public health field staff observation reports (e.g., 




windshield surveys, anecdotal, home & site visits)
(



D  Develop and/or adopt standards and 
methods for collecting data to ensure 
reliability, comparability, and validity.


(L
Use best standards for collecting data.
(
(L
Use data instruments that have been field



tested and meet adopted standards.
(


(L
Develop local quality control procedures.
(
(L
Review locally collected data and information for 




internal and external validity
(



State Role



Public Health Intervention
(S
Collect statewide data from required 
screening of newborns




(S
Conduct & collect data from statewide or 
targeted behavioral risk factor surveys.
(S
Conduct, collect and compile information 
gained from statewide or targeted 
knowledge, beliefs and attitude surveys and 
health interview surveys.

(S
Compile data from investigations of 
disease outbreaks. 

(S
Compile data on occupational health or 
hazard risk surveys.

(S
Compile data from statewide or targeted 
specific biological studies, local 
environmental surveys, and occupational 
hazard risk surveys.

(S
Compile information and data from health 
risk appraisals conducted locally.

(S
Receive and compile health data from 
institutions, local health agencies and other 
agencies including; but not limited to: 
schools, daycare centers, correctional 
facilities, senior citizens centers, 
Headstarts, and licensed/regulated facilities 
among others.

(S
Establish and maintain systems to collect 
health related data gained from local and 
state public health field workers (e.g., 
anecdotal, site visits, health assessments, 
etc.)


Understanding how Missourians view the way they live and their lifestyles are essential elements of planning effective public health services.  The role of health education and prevention to reduce health risks and promote healthy behaviors is vital.  Health care costs are highly influenced by personal behaviors and habits and therefore, helping our citizens understand these risks will ultimately affect the cost of care for all of us.  It is also essential to understand influences on health from environmental surroundings, the work place and community gathering places to be able to plan significant community services.

Statutory Reference:192.020,.040,.205; 
292.340,.350;701.326 and Chapters 
191, 
192, 197, 205 RSMo

(S
Determine national, state or best practice 
standards for collecting data and provide 
technical assistance to local agencies to 
implement such practices.

(S
Field test data collection instruments to 
determine if they meet standards.
For data to be useful to public health agencies, it must be accurate, consistent and comparable to other state and federal data.  Standards for the collection, handling and compiling of data are imperative.



(S
Develop data quality control procedures 
and provide technical assistance to 
implement statewide.

(S
Review compiled data for internal and 
external validity.
Statutory Reference: Chapters 192 & 205 RSMo




Key Activity





Local Role
1. Collecting Health Related Data (Continued) 

E Assess community health care delivery by 
developing and maintaining data systems 
for capacity, availability, quality, cost and 
utilization of health resources.
(L
Assist in collecting information and data regarding 




health professional resources within jurisdiction.
(
(L
Maintain information on local emergency response systems.
(
(L
Collect health resource information related to local 




disaster response plans.







Collect health resource information from local disaster response plans.
(III)



F Identify barriers to utilization of health 
services
(L
Collect information regarding local barriers to health   
care by surveys. 
(
(L
Provide local leadership to involved communities 



committed to address barrier issues and improving 



access to care.
(
(L
Collect data through client satisfaction surveys.
(

2. Analyzing Health Data to Determine Health Status and Resources

A Determine health status.
(L
Identify local populations at risk for adverse 



health conditions.
(
(L
Identify the most significant community health 



risks.
(
(L
Distribute locally, periodic data on community



health status.
(


B Identify and assess trends.
(L
Analyze incidence and prevalence rates for most 



significant conditions affecting jurisdiction.
(
(L
Utilize accepted scientific forecasting techniques 



for trend analysis.
(
(L
Compare selected local data to other jurisdictions



(e.g., local to state, local to local, etc.).
(
(L
Use local socio-economic related health factors.
(



State Role




Public Health Intervention

(S
Compile and maintain data on local health 
professionals and maintain registry of 
shortage areas

(S
Maintain statewide information on local 
emergency response systems.
(S
Compile data from financial information 
received from health facilities’ cost 
reports.

(S
Develop and conduct health work force 
studies.

(S
Collect data regarding health care financing.

(S
Compile data received from health care 
facilities, providers (regulated, private 
providers, etc.) Managed Care, etc., statewide.


To understand Missouri’s health care system, information from the various local and community health care providers is very important.  Missouri has an unfortunate history of shortages of primary health care providers.  Over 60 Missouri counties are currently designated by the federal government as Health Professional Shortage Areas.  Recent efforts like Primary Care Resource Initiative for Missouri (PRIMO) are addressing these shortage areas but it is a tedious process and needs constant monitoring.

Statutory Reference :191.605; 192.667;   292.602 & 

Chapters 192, 205 RSMo

(S
Assess statewide barriers to care by compiling 
local and other available data.

(S
Provide leadership to local agencies and 
to others who are committed to improving 
access.

(S
Promote use of and review client 
satisfaction surveys from local areas, 
providers, and facilities.


There are many Missourians who face a day-to-day challenge to receive adequate healthcare services for their families.  Barriers such as cost, transportation, lack of professional resources, are real to many of our neighbors.  Public health must be sensitive to the impact that these have on the approximately 12% of Missourians experiencing barriers to adequate care.

Statutory Reference: 192.667 RSMo

(S
Identify statewide populations at risk for 
adverse health conditions using local and 
other data.

(S
Identify the most significant community 
and statewide health risks.

(S
Distribute statewide data on community 
and regional health status.
Collecting data is extremely important, but equally so is having the ability to analyze that data to determine where the risks exist.  Competent data analysis is a key element in the field of public health.

Statutory Reference:192.011,.020,.040,.067,.083 and 
Chapters 192 & 205  RSMo

(S
Analyze statewide incidence and 
prevalence rates for most significant health 
related conditions affecting the state and all 
its communities.

(S
Identify and promote use of accepted 
scientific 
forecasting techniques for trend analysis.

(S
Compare statewide data to other 
jurisdictions (e.g., state to state, state to 
local, state to federal).

(S
Analyze socio-economic data factors in 
relationship to health data and trends.
Equally important as health risk identity is the art of being able to identify trends that might be occurring or have that potential.  To do this requires a clear understanding of community factors that affect health and how current health risks compare to those in other areas of the state and nation.

Statutory Reference:192.011,.020,.040,.067,.083 and 
Chapters 192 & 205 RSMo




Key Activity





Local Role
 2. Analyzing Health Data to Determine Health Status and Resources 

    (Continued)

C  Examine health resource capacities.


D  Draw inferences from data.
(L
Analyze local health resources to determine:
(



( affordability of local services;




( capacity of local resources to meet need;




( proximity of services and resources;




( accessibility (e.g., transportation, etc.);




( acceptability (e.g., culturally sensitive, etc.);




( appropriateness (alternative methods of delivery);




( size of local population in need;




( proportion of population reached by services;




( effectiveness of current services/programs; and




( alternative ways to meet needs (e.g., home based).

(L
Compare size of local population-in-need to the 



proportion of population served by current

 

local health care resources.
(


E Analyze available community needs and 
resources.


(L
Review local and state governmental data and other 
external data for community health profile 
information (e.g., health indicators, 
morbidity and 
mortality rates, etc.).
(
(L
Identify gaps in local health data and determine 
methods to obtain missing data/information.
(
(L
Develop and conduct community survey(s) and 
analyze responses.
(
(L
Conduct inventory of available community 
resources.
(
(L
Identify available resources outside of community 
and jurisdiction.
(
(L
Compare local health averages with other 


counties, state and national averages.
(
(L
Consolidate collected information.
(



State Role




Public Health Intervention
(S
Maintain directory of health care facilities (including 
insurance companies, managed care organizations). 
(S
Maintain roster of health care providers.

(S
Track and forecast statewide trends affecting health 
resources.


The state health agency must track health resources and their trends to be able to carry out its mission to improve access to health care services for all.

Statutory References:192.011,.020,.667,& 


Chapters 192,197 & 205 RSMo

(S
Analyze data on state health resources to determine:



( affordability of services;



( capacity of statewide resources to meet need;



( proximity of services and resources;



( accessibility (e.g., transportation, etc.);



( acceptability (e.g., culturally sensitive, etc.);



( appropriateness(alternative methods of delivery);



( size of local population in need;



( proportion of population reached by services;



( effectiveness of current services/programs ;and



( alternative ways to meet needs (e.g., home 


based).

(S
Compare population-in-need to the proportion of 
population served by current health care resources.


Analyzing local and state health resources and how they reach, or don’t reach, Missourians is a large and complex task.  We will not solve the health care problems of this state until we fully understand how well people are currently being served and where gaps in service exist.

Statutory References:192.011,.020,.667 & 

 

Chapters 192, 197, 205 RSMo

(S
Analyze local, state and external data for 
statewide health profile information (e.g., health 
indicators, morbidity and mortality rates, etc.).

(S
Identify gaps in health data and determine 
methods to obtain missing data/information.

(S
Develop, conduct or promote
survey(s) and analyze 
responses.

(S
Compile inventory of available statewide health-
related resources.

(S
Identify available resources outside the state.

(S
Compare state health data with data from other

 

states and national standards.


The focus on health care for the individual is only part of the overall issue of health access.  The answers for solving many of our health care needs rests within the various communities of our state.  All too often, we overlook our capacity to deal with issues because we don’t talk and work together in our cities and counties.  Public health needs to help facilitate local involvement by helping the community see its overall health resources and how that impacts on the current health status of that community.

Statutory References:192.011,.020,.067 & Chapters 
 
192 & 205 RSMo




Key Activity





Local Role

 3. Disseminating Health Status and Resources Information to the 
Public

A  Report results of analysis to appropriate 


audiences, including state/local health care 
providers.
(L
Identify key local health issues from the 



data analysis.
(
(L
Identify appropriate local audiences (e.g., 



boards, county commissions, city councils, 


local providers, health care facilities,

 
social agencies, etc.
(
(L
Evaluate impact and effectiveness of local 



communication strategies.
(
(L
Inform targeted local audience through


available appropriate media or meetings.

(L
Publish and disseminate report summarizing 



community needs and resources



B  Respond to requests for information.
(L
Provide information on local availability and 


location of health related data/analysis to 


the public

(
(L
Maintain local data analysis and information

 
in data bases that would allow individual 


response to requests from local public and 


officials.

(

4. Managing Health Related Data and Information

A  Continually improve the quality of,


 use of, and access to data. 
(L
Evaluate appropriate standards of collecting 


data
(
(L Provide local technical assistance for the 




design of survey tools, collection, analysis,
interpretation, 
and dissemination of assessment 


data, if appropriate.
(
(L
Assist in the evaluation of locally used 


assessment tools, analysis processes, 
dissemination products, and 


technical assistance.
(


B  Develop and maintain the infrastructure 
necessary to support the data systems.
(L
Provide access to an electronic network for

 

local health care providers when practical and 


resources allow.
(
(L
Provide appropriate training and updating to 


local providers in data management skills,


 
as appropriate. 
(
(L
Establish networking between local 


agencies/providers.





State Role




Public Health Intervention
(S
Identify key statewide health issues from 
data analysis.

(S
Identify appropriate statewide audiences (e.g., 
General Assembly, state administration, health 
care provider associations, professional groups, 
local health agencies, etc.) and convey messages 
through appropriate media.

(S
Evaluate impact and effectiveness of 
communication strategies.
Public health agencies not only need to collect and analyze health status data but they also need to make sure that the public, other health care providers and local/state leaders are also aware of this information and its impact on Missouri and its communities.

Statutory Reference:192.020, .040 & Chapters 192 
& 205

(S
Disseminate information on availability 
and location of health related data/analysis.

(S
Maintain databases that allow individual or 
specialized responses.
Information is only valuable if the public has access to it.  It must be readily available, understandable, interpretable and relevant.

Statutory Reference:192.020, .040, .060, .110, 


.139, .653, .667, .737,.802,& 

Chapters 192, 193 & 205RSMo

(S 
Evaluate standards of collecting data and 
provide technical assistance.

(S 
Provide technical assistance for the design of 
survey tools and the collection, analysis, 
interpretation, and dissemination of data.

(S 
Evaluate assessment tools, analysis processes, 
dissemination of products, and technical 
assistance activities.

.
Health information is only as good as the validity and reliability of the data collected.  The science of data collection and analysis is complex and needs effective standards and guidelines.

Statutory Reference:192.020,.040,.067 & Chapter 


205 RSMo

(S 
Provide access to a statewide electronic 

network.

(S 
Provide appropriate training and updating in 
data management skills
(S
Establish standards to protect data credibility 
and confidentially
The phenomenal growth of technology has changed the way business is conducted in public as well as private settings.  To be able to effectively manage the public health system, all public providers must be linked and use electronic networks to share data, information and other vital communications.

Statutory Reference:192.020,.040,.067 & Chapter 


205 RSMo




























A


S


S


E


S


S


M


E


N


T



































A


S


S


E


S


S


M


E


N


T



































A


S


S


E


S


S


M


E


N


T



































A


S


S


E


S


S


M


E


N


T









































A


S


S


E


S


S


M


E


N


T



































A


S


S


E


S


S


M


E


N


T



































A


S


S


E


S


S


M


E


N


T






































A


S


S


E


S


S


M


E


N


T



































A


S


S


E


S


S


M


E


N


T



































A


S


S


E


S


S


M


E


N


T



































A


S


S


E


S


S


M


E


N


T











PAGE  
10

