Local Health Department Letterhead


(Today’s Date)
Name of Physician or agency

Address 

Dear (name of physician or agency), 

As the Tuberculosis Coordinator for the (name of LPHA), I would like to thank you for your dedicated effort toward eliminating Tuberculosis in our community.  Each of us plays an important role in the treatment of TB.  My part is to assist you in making your patient’s treatment successful.  In order to accomplish this, I have included the website for Centers for Disease Control and Prevention Core Curriculum on Tuberculosis, 2011, which will guide you in treating your patients per CDC recommendations.
Latent TB Infection (LTBI):

1) The patient needs a written prescription for prophylaxis.  These can be faxed to (name of LPHA and fax number), Attention:  (name of contact), or the patient can deliver the prescription at his/her appointment.

2) The patient needs to call the Health Department for an appointment (LPHA’s phone number and name of contact), (days and hours of operation).

3) The patient is monitored by an RN monthly for adverse effects to treatment and then given the next month’s supply.

4) The Missouri Department of Health and Senior Services no longer provides funding for routine liver function tests before or during treatment, but may on a case-by-case basis with prior approval by the Department.
TB Disease:

1) The patient needs a written prescription for treatment.  These can be faxed to (name of LPHA and fax number), Attention:  (name of contact), or the patient can deliver the prescription at his/her appointment.  If the patient is being discharged from the hospital, please contact the LPHA as soon as possible so that arrangements can be made to obtain the patient’s medications and possibly prevent a break in continuity of care.  A nurse will call the patient’s home for an appointment to deliver the medications.
2) Please instruct the patient on the importance of wearing a mask and remaining at home, especially during the first two weeks of treatment and until there have been three sequential negative sputum smears.  (After results are received the patient and provider will be notified).
3) The patient is monitored by an RN through directly observed therapy (DOT) for adverse affects to treatment.
4) The Missouri Department of Health and Senior Services no longer provides funding for routine liver function tests before or during treatment, but may on a case-by-case basis with prior approval by the Department.

March 24th is World TB Day and we would like to encourage you to post TB 

information for your staff, patients, and visitors during the month of March.  We would also   

encourage you to consider hosting an informational event during the month.
There are a variety of free educational materials available, please see the hyperlinks below:

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention:

http://wwwn.cdc.gov/pubs/tb.aspx
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention; Core Curriculum on Tuberculosis: What the Clinician Should Know  http://www.cdc.gov/tb/education/corecurr/index.htm
Missouri Department of Health and Senior Services Warehouse:

http://dhssnet/Warehouse/i-l-dcee-cdcp.html
Again, I would like to extend my appreciation for all that you do for your patients, their families and our community.  I hope this information is beneficial.  If you have any questions regarding CDC’s TB medication regimen, please feel free to call us at (LPHA’s phone number).  Should you need assistance and I am not available, another nurse will be glad to assist you.

Sincerely,

LPHA Nurse’s name

Nurse’s title

Name of LPHA

Address of LPHA

