SAMPLE LETTER TO PARENTS OF CHILDREN

EXPOSED TO SHIGA TOXIN-PRODUCING ESCHERICHIA COLI (STEC) OR OTHER SHIGA TOXIN POSITIVE UNKNOWN ORGANISM
DATE

Parents of Children at

(Name)

Child Care Center

Dear Parent:

A child who attends the ____________________child care center has been diagnosed with ___________.  The symptoms of this disease may include abdominal pain and non-bloody diarrhea and may progress to bloody diarrhea.  Fever may or may not be present.  ___________ is spread by eating or drinking contaminated food or water, or by contact with infected people.

Children or members of your household who develop any of these symptoms should notify their medical provider and be tested for __________, by having a stool specimen tested.  Serious complications can result from this illness.  Please do not send children to the center if they have diarrhea.

An information sheet on  ___________ is enclosed.  If you have questions, please contact your physician or the ____________________County Health Department at [phone number].

Sincerely,

Missouri Department of Health and Senior Services

Communicable Disease Investigation Reference Manual


