Sample Letter to Local Health Care Providers Alerting them to a 

Pertussis Outbreak in the Community

Dear Dr. ________________,

Pertussis cases are occurring in (name of community); therefore, the Missouri Department of Health and Senior Services (DHSS) and the _____ Health Department recommend the following:

· Consider pertussis when evaluating any infant, child, youth, or adult with an acute cough illness characterized by prolonged cough or cough with paroxysms, whoop, or post-tussive gagging/vomiting.  Infants may present with apnea and/or cyanosis.
· Report known or suspected cases promptly to the health department.  (Add phone number or other details)
· The diagnostic gold standard for pertussis is a positive culture result.  Polymerase Chain Reaction (PCR) testing is also available from the DHSS, State Public Health Laboratory.  Please contact the health department (Add phone number or other details) to obtain a collection/transportation kit for pertussis testing.
· Exposed susceptible persons should receive antibiotic chemoprophylaxis.  Exposure is defined as face-to-face contact, direct contact with respiratory, oral, or nasal secretions, or being in the same room or ward with a coughing pertussis case-patient.  Because the protection from pertussis immunization wanes over time, the great majority of teenagers and adults are susceptible to pertussis, even if they were immunized or had the infection in childhood.

· Persons with symptoms should be given leave from work and allowed to return when they are well, another diagnosis is established and are not infectious, or they have been on appropriate antimicrobial treatment for 5 or more days.
· Eligible persons who are un- or under-immunized should received Dtap or Tdap, according to the most current recommendations from the Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices (ACIP).  

(ATTACH THE CDC. Pertussis:  Summary of Vaccine Recommendations for Health Care Professionals. http://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/vpd-vac/pertussis/recs-summary.htm).

Thank you for your assistance.  If you have any questions, please call _________.
Sincerely,

