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	INFORMATION ABOUT HEPATITIS A

	Hepatitis A is a disease caused by a virus.  It is the most infectious form of viral hepatitis.

Hepatitis A virus is passed in the stool of infected persons.  Direct contact with the infected person’s stool or contaminated hands, or eating from dishes or eating utensils handled by the infected person can cause infection.  Food or drinking water contaminated with the virus can spread the disease.

Hepatitis means inflammation (swelling and tenderness) of the liver.  The most common symptoms of viral hepatitis are tiredness, fever, muscle or joint aches, nausea, vomiting, loss of appetite, abdominal pain, and sometimes diarrhea.

Some patients develop dark urine and light colored stools, followed by jaundice in which the skin and whites of the eyes appear yellow.  Some people may lose 5 to 10 pounds during the illness.  The illness generally lasts about 1-2 weeks.

Many people infected with hepatitis A do not develop any symptoms, or may have only a mild illness without jaundice.  Young children frequently have no symptoms at all.  Infected persons without symptoms may pass the disease on to others.

	INFORMATION ABOUT IMMUNE GLOBULIN (IG)

	Immune globulin (IG) is a sterile solution that contains antibodies from human blood.  It is recommended for “passive” immunization to protect against hepatitis A.  The protection it provides is temporary, lasting for about two to three months.

If received within 14 days after exposure to hepatitis A, IG will protect most people from developing the disease.

There is no evidence that IG can transmit the human immunodeficiency virus or AIDS.  IG has not been identified as the source of any case of AIDS in the United States.

Immune globulins are not contraindicated for pregnant women.

►Note:  Per the following guidelines (CDC. Appendix A, Antibody-Live Vaccine Interval Table. In: Atkinson W, Hamborsky J, McIntyre L, and Wolfe S, Eds. Epidemiology and Prevention of Vaccine-Preventable Diseases, 10th Ed. Washington, DC: Public Health Foundation, 2008:A-16) there is a suggested interval of 3 months between IG administration and vaccination with measles or varicella containing vaccine.  If IG is given AFTER administration of either vaccine, there is no need to repeat the vaccination; if IG is given PRIOR to vaccination, there must be a 3-month time interval between IG administration and vaccination.  The Epidemiology and Prevention of Vaccine-Preventable Diseases, Antibody-Live Vaccine Interval Table is located at:  http://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/pubs/pinkbook/downloads/appendices/A/mmr_ig.pdf◄

	CONTRAINDICATIONS TO IMMUNE GLOBULIN (IG)

	The following persons should not receive immune globulin:

1. Persons with isolated immunoglobulin A (IgA) deficiency.

2. Persons with severe thrombocytopenia or any blood coagulation disorder, which would contraindicate intramuscular injections.

3. Persons who are known to have had an allergic response to thimerosal (a mercury-based preservative).

►RSMo. 191.235 - Beginning April 1, 2007, immunizations administered in the state of Missouri to knowingly pregnant women or children less than three years of age shall not contain more than one microgram of mercury per five-tenths-milliliter dose. ◄
IG without thimerosal is available for use with infants, pregnant women, and those with known allergies to the preservative.
Caution should be used in giving IG to a patient with a history of adverse reactions to immune globulins.

IG is not recommended for persons who have clinical symptoms strongly indicative of hepatitis A.
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