Botulism

To Request or Not Request Testing by CDC
Is request valid or warranted?  (Is the doctor seriously considering botulism as the diagnosis?  Botulism testing should not be requested only because the physician is wanting to rule-out botulism as a diagnosis, unless no other diagnosis has been forthcoming.)

Is antitoxin being requested?  (Not given/available for infants)

Is this foodborne, and if so, are others at risk?

Is a food specimen available to be sent with blood and/or stool?

For adults, CDC prefers serum (15 ml) with stool specimen (20 ml).  CDC requests a sample of the suspect food, if available.

For infants/small children, CDC prefers 2 acute stools, 20 ml each and suspect food if available.

If wound related - need wound specimen (debrided tissues, wound exudate by aspiration or swab).

If considered justified, call 770-488-7100.  The call will be taken by the CDC Emergency Operations Center (EOC), which will page the Foodborne and Diarrheal Diseases Branch medical officer holding the botulism beeper.  Provide CDC with the name of the medical facility as well as the patient’s name.  Dr. Susan Maslanka is currently Bureau Chief.  As an alternative, call the branch general number: 404-639-2206 or 404-639-0895.

If CDC agrees to accept the specimen, it can be and should be sent directly to CDC.  However, a SPHL specimen number is required, so the SPHL must be contacted.  Call 573-751-0633.  Ask for David Byrd, Stephanie Barnhart, or Steve Gladback.  Include the CDC form 50.34  with the specimens.  The SPHL can also provide technical assistance to the local laboratory on how to send the specimens to CDC.

· Specimens should be maintained at 4 degrees C and sent with cold packs.  
· Complete a CDC form 50.34  and include it in package. Please make sure phone and fax numbers from the State Department of Health and the Hospital are included. The form is available at http://www.cdc.gov/laboratory/specimen-submission/index.html. 

· Send packages to: 
STAT (Attn: Botulism Lab) 

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 

1600 Clifton Rd NE, Atlanta 

GA 30329 

· Package must have proper labeling for biological hazards: UN 3373 biological substance, Category B.
· Packages may arrive on weekends. 

Select Agent requirements 
· Any laboratory that identifies a select agent in a specimen is required to complete and submit an APHIS/CDC Form 4A.  This requirement applies regardless of whether the entity is registered with the Select Agent Program.  CDC’s laboratory is responsible for completing sections A and B of the Form 4A and for notifying the state health department.  The sample provider (state health department and/or hospital) is responsible for completing and submitting sections C and D. 

· Sample provider (state health department and/or hospital) should submit sections C and D to Division of Select Agents and Toxins (DSAT), fax: (404) 718 2096, E-mail: CDCForm4@cdc.gov
· Please contact DSAT for questions concerning completion of APHIS/CDC Form 4A.
Additional Contact information 
· Carolina Lúquez: E-mail: CLuquez@cdc.gov, phone: (404) 639 0896, cell phone: (404) 992 9727, fax (404) 639 4290. 

NOTE:  Sometimes a physician may wish to have blood tested for antitoxin levels (situation where physician is injecting toxin antibodies into muscles to help relax them).  When this is the case, specimens need to be sent to:
Pacific Biolabs






551 Linus Pauling Dr.






Hercules, CA  94547






Phone: 510-964-9000 (Tracy Brunn is the contact.)
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