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General Process Notes

A Disease Status and Burden Assessment may
be either a periodic or routine process led by a
disease assessment team within a state or local
health department. Collaboration can also

extend to community agencies or organizations,

health care providers, payers and other
stakeholders in the community.

A Disease Status and Burden Assessment can
be focused on capturing a disease or condition
status (behaviors, risk factors & conditions,
disease prevalence, and disease outcomes) or
more broadly identify social and environmental
determinants of health.

Triggers for a Disease Status and Burden
Assessment are requirements from grants or
state law, community requests or other
epidemiological identified or perceived need.

. Request Special or Scheduled Assessment

Special Disease Status and Burden Assessments
may be initiated by a funding organization or a
local partner or community stakeholder.
Scheduled Disease Status and Burden
Assessments are initiated at times
predetermined by a funding organization’s
reporting schedule or a health department’s
epidemiological monitoring cycle.

2. Define Target

3.

The disease assessment team works with
governmental and nongovernmental partners and
the community to define the disease &
population that will be the focus of the
assessment.

Determine Methods & Parameters

The disease assessment team performs literature
review to ensure that the assessment methods to
be utilized are current and appropriate.

The team works with partners and experts to
more specifically define health issues, risk
factors, populations and appropriate geographic
areas of focus for the target of interest.

4. Develop Assessment Plan

The disease assessment team develops an
assessment plan which details specific questions
to be answered, indicators, sources of data for
each indicator and describes responsibilities for
data collection, analysis and reporting.

As part of BP: Program Administration funding to
conduct the assessment are identified from local,
state, federal or foundation resources.
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. Collect Prevalence Data

In coordination with BP: Data Management,
collecting prevalence data, and incidence where
a registry exists, involves the identification,
acquisition and secure storage of disease
assessment related data.

6. Analyze and Interpret Data

Analyzing and interpreting data involves
applying appropriate statistical methods to
collected data and explaining the meaning of
the results in terms understandable to the
disease context.

7. Identify Issues and Concerns
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From the interpretation of analyzed data,
concerns on diseases are identified and
escalated to the level of a public health issue as
appropriate. This can include long existing
unmet needs, trends and emerging diseases.

. Prepare Assessment Report(s)

The disease assessment team develops a
comprehensive Disease Status and Burden
Assessment Report and versions for various
audiences as appropriate.

9. Distribute Reports

. The Disease Status and Burden Assessment
Reports are shared with community and
state stakeholders, partners and leaders,
in coordination with the Communications
Department.
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