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Oppose Efforts to Gut the Prevention and Public Health Fund of the
Affordable Care Act

Contact your US Senators immediately and urge their continued support for the
Prevention and Public Health Fund. Urge them to oppose the Johanns amendment to the
Small Business Jobs and Credit Act (H.R. 5297).

Senator Tom Harkin, D-IA, is addressing this issue and his opposition to the Johanns
amendment on the floor of the Senate this afternoon.

The Affordable Care Act (ACA) (P.L. 111-148) established a Prevention and Public Health
Fund (Fund) to support wellness, prevention and public health programs. Sen. Mike
Johanns (R-NE) has offered an amendment that would use the Fund as an offset to
repeal 1099 reporting requirements that were also established under the ACA. In effect,
the Johanns amendment would eliminate all funding for the Fund for fiscal years 2010-
2017.

The Johanns amendment would divert funding away from the Fund’s original intent — an
investment in our children through the promotion of health and disease prevention
including a wide range of challenges to children’s health - rising rates of obesity and
asthma, as well as numerous chronic diseases.

The Johanns amendment will likely come to the floor as early as Tuesday of this week.

Already in 2010, the Fund has made important investments in obesity prevention,
tobacco control, and other health priorities. Every attempt to diminish the Fund
compromises our ability to protect and promote the health of our children.

The Fund represents a critical opportunity to refocus our nation's approach to health and
invest in effective prevention, wellness and public health programs.

Experts have warned that this could be the first generation of children who live shorter,
less healthy lives than their parents. We cannot afford to squander the continued
opportunity the Prevention and Public Health Fund provides by short-sighted attempts to
redirect this critical funding.

Contact your US Senators immediately and urge them to safeguard the Prevention and
Public Health Fund and oppose all efforts to siphon away this investment, including the
Johanns amendment.
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