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WIC and Nutrition Services

VENA Nutrition Committee Meeting

Facilitator:  Phyllis Fuller
Time:
9:00 a.m.–11:00 a.m.
Recorder: Phyllis Fuller 
Date:
March 24, 2008


Place:
WIC Nutrition Training room

Attendees: Caroline Van Marrelo, Velma Osbourne, Brenda Brewer; Kathy Mertzlufft, Vicki Strickland, D’Anne Ward; Nancy Russell, Nancy Green, Phyllis Fuller
Absent: Paula Myers, Julie Thorpe, Carolyn Schumann, Sue Redding,
	TOPIC
	DISCUSSION
	ACTION

	2/25/08 Minutes Review
	Survey to the other states regarding the nutrition services process was not sent to other State agencies as minutes stated. 
	

	Minutes in Weekly Updates
	The minutes from the VENA Nutrition Committee will once again be posted in the WIC Weekly Updates. The February 25 meeting minutes will be posted in the March 25 updates on the web.


	

	Mew Committee Member – SW District
	Paula Myers, nutritionist from Lawrence County, will be the new SW District representative on this committee.  When she cannot participate in the meetings, her backup will be Angie Boettler, Lawrence County nutritionist.  Welcome Paula and or Angie.
	

	Nutrition Services Process
	The Committee reviewed the Nutrition Assessment Process Survey questions that we identified during our February meeting.  The purpose of the survey is to find out what other states are currently doing for the nutrition assessment process, if they use paraprofessionals within their local agencies, who enters NA data into the computer system, etc.  
	The survey will be sent to other states to see how they do the nutrition services process.



	Nutrition Assessment Forms
	There was very good discussion on the NA forms as to who should enter the NA data into the new computer system (MoWINS).  The group felt that the nutritionist should not be spending valuable time doing data entry.  LWPs have participant flow differences in their clinics and some LWPs have the CPA enter the data, other LWPs have clerks or WIC Certifiers entering data.  

A Nutrition Assessment needs to be completed at cert and recert and the CPA is required to see the participant at cert and recert and review the NA form with the participant, however the clerk or WIC Certifier can enter the NA data into the computer before the CPA sees the participant.

There will be times that the participant cannot answer every question on the NA form, which will require the CPA to ask the question during the CPA and participant meeting.


	

	Nutrition Assessment Forms (cont.)
	The group discussed some features that we are hoping will be available in MoWINS such as pop-up screens for some of the NA questions to explain why this question is asked, etc., and whether the NA answers that the clerk and the WIC Certifier entered into MoWINS can be changed by the CPA at the time the CPA sees the participant.  

The Committee reviewed each of the NA forms again. During previous committee meetings we identified those questions that could be included in a Family Screen in MoWINS. We further identified which questions we felt were important to remain on the NA form in the specific category (W, I or C,) as well as which questions could be combined.

The group also discussed the need/desire to have a breastfeeding screen for the BF infant.
	Phyllis to ask Mark Davis about the MoWINS features:

· Availability of pop-up screens

· Can CPA change NA answers?

Phyllis and Vicki will revised the NA forms for the next meeting.

Kathy and Shanna Morgan, State BF Coordinator will be addressing this.  Kathy will share with us during the May meeting.

	Next Meeting
	1.To review survey results.

2.Review policies, staff competencies, WIC training learning objectives identified by VENA Education Committee for following positions:

· WIC Certifier

· Clerk

· HPA

· CPA

· Nutritionist

3.  Review the revised NA forms.
	

	April and May meetings 
	April 29, 2008   9:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. 

May 20, 2008   9:00 a.m. – 11:00 a.m. 
	


