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	MEMO

	
	



TO:  Local WIC Provider Administrators, WIC Coordinators and WIC Nutrition Coordinators

SUBJECT:  Newborn Screening of Evacuees due to Hurricane Katrina and Rita 

DATE:  November 7, 2005

The following is correspondence that the Missouri State WIC Office received regarding newborn screening for infant evacuees from Louisiana due to Hurricanes Katrina and Rita.  Please read the following and the attached.  Please post the Public Service Announcement (2 pages) in an area that will be seen by your WIC participants.  Thank you.

Good afternoon,

I am contacting you in regards to an important public health concern. Due to hurricanes Katrina and Rita, newborn screening was disrupted for the entire state of Louisiana. The Louisiana Office of Public Health is attempting to identify all infants who were born between August 15 and September 21, 2005 and did not receive screening or all infants whose test results were lost during this period. All infants, born to mothers from Louisiana during this time, who have no documentation of newborn screening test results should be retested. 

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) has been assisting the Louisiana Office of Public Health in this matter.  We are asking medical societies, relevant organizations and agencies for their assistance in disseminating this important information to their constituency. Your agency is one of them. As you know, considerable number of Louisiana residents are displaced and they are now all over the country. Would your agency be willing to distribute this important message as widely as possible through various WIC locations? Please see attached documents for the alert and the advisory developed for this purpose.

Please contact me if you have any concerns or questions.

Thanks and best regards, 

Sureyya

Sureyya E. Hornston, PhD, MPH

Senior Health Communications Specialist

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC)

Cell: (678) 776-6922

NEWBORN SCREENING ALERT!

from 

Louisiana Department of Health and Hospitals

Office of Public Health

&

Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC)

Due to hurricanes Katrina and Rita, newborn screening was disrupted for the entire state of Louisiana. The Louisiana Office of Public Health is attempting to identify all infants who were born between August 15 and September 21, 2005 and did not receive screening or all infants whose test results were lost during this period. The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) is assisting the state in this matter. 

All infants born to mothers from Louisiana during this time who have no documentation of newborn screening results should be retested.

Infants residing in Louisiana should have screening specimens sent to: Shreveport Regional Laboratory, P.O. Box 3561 Shreveport, LA  71133.
If you have questions or concerns, please contact Mr. Charles Meyers at (337) 257-9554, or the CDC Newborn Screening Section at (678) 427- 4632. 

PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENT (PSA) ON NEWBORN SCREENING 

(Released 10-13-05 by the Louisiana Department of Health And Hospitals, Office of Public Health)
If your baby was born in late August or early September and you were affected by Hurricane Katrina, your baby’s newborn heel-stick screening test may have been missed.  Due to Hurricane Katrina, the Louisiana Office of Public Health has not been able to perform the newborn screening tests in its laboratory in New Orleans.  Specimens are currently being sent to the University of Iowa Hygienic Laboratory for analysis.  Parents of all children born between August 15 and September 21, 2005 are urged to check with their pediatrician or the hospital of birth to determine whether test results have been received.  If not, or if in doubt, parents can call 800-447-1985 to see whether specimens have been received and tested by the University of Iowa Hygienic Laboratory.

	www.dhss.mo.gov

The Missouri Department of Health and Senior Services protects and promotes quality of life and health for all Missourians by developing and implementing programs and systems that provide: information and education, effective regulation and oversight, quality services, and surveillance of diseases and conditions.

AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY / AFFIRMATIVE ACTION EMPLOYER: Services provided on a nondiscriminatory basis.
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