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NATIONAL WIC ASSOCIATION

LEGISLATIVE ALERT

30 November 2007 

WIC needs your immediate help! 

WIC is in the midst of its most pressing funding crisis in years. 

WIC is being buffeted by economic and political circumstances well beyond our control including a souring economy, rising food cost inflation, growing caseload, frozen funding at fiscal year 2006 levels (under the current continuing resolution), declining rebates, and especially the political turmoil in Washington – the President’s continued veto threats for funding bills exceeding his budget requests, and Congress’ inability to move an Agriculture and other appropriations bills through the legislative process. 

You have the opportunity to make a difference. 

NWA urges you to take immediate action to help turn this situation around or WIC’s funding goose will be cooked and state and local agencies will have to begin cutting moms and kids from the program. 

Timing is critical! You must act before Thursday 6 December. 

Key legislators and their staffs are now working on an Omnibus Appropriations bill wrapping all of the remaining funding bills into one bill. Members of Congress will be back in session next week on Monday 3 December and Tuesday 4 December. They are expected to wrap up their work on the Omnibus bill for floor action by Thursday 6 December. 

To have an impact, you, someone in your chain of command or your State’s Washington representative must contact your US Representative and US Senators immediately. 

Both Democrats and Republicans must be contacted. A particular effort to reach out to the Republican minority in both chambers is critical. In addition to calling and telling them your agency’s story, fax or e-mail them a copy of the USA Today article published last Tuesday 27 November entitled "Budget Chokehold Threatens WIC Funding." 

For those state and local agencies who are represented by a member on the House or Senate Appropriations Committees or the WIC’s authorizing committees – the House Education & Labor Committee and the Senate Agriculture Committee, it would be especially important for contact to be made with these members. See the attached list. 

Tell them:

1. WIC funding has reached a CRISIS LEVEL of NEED;

2. WIC must be Congress’ top funding priority;

3. WIC must be funded at $5.96 billion with a goal of serving all eligibles or WIC will have to cut over 500,000+ moms and children from the Program;

4. In my state WIC will have to cut (see page 6 of the Center’s paper)+;

5. WIC has a proven track record of improving birth outcomes and improving the nutrition and health of pregnant women, infants and pre-school age children;

You may also wish to tell them:

6. Moms and kids walking in the door of a WIC clinic off the street will not be served. Instead, they will be placed on a waiting list; 
7. New moms who are not breastfeeding will be the first cut from the Program; 
8. Young children with fewer medical or nutritional problems will likely be the next group most dramatically affected and cut from the Program or placed on waiting lists;
9. There will be long-term health consequences for these moms and kids and for the health care costs.

The Center on Budget & Policy Priorities has developed a paper detailing the funding challenges WIC is facing and the consequences should Washington policymakers fail to act. Please be aware that the Center’s paper is based upon August food cost inflation numbers and September participation numbers. It would also be true that many states have experienced significant increases in one or the other or both in the past two months. 

The Center’s paper is available for your reference. While it is hoped that through our good efforts, the Center’s projections will not become a reality, page 6 of that paper provides a state by state impact of the cuts should Congress and the White House fail to act. 

Other Actions You Can Take

· Contact local reports who cover health or nutrition issues to interest them in writing a story about WIC;

· Contact local editorial writers or boards to urge them to write about WIC.

Share with them the talking points from the USA article and the Center’s Paper cited above.

If the NWA National Office may be of assistance, please do not hesitate to contact us on 202.232.5492. Thank you for being a part of the WIC funding solution!


NWA's mission: providing leadership to promote quality nutrition services; advocating for services for all eligible women, infants and children; and assuring the sound and responsive management of WIC.  

Please direct all questions to NWA at 202-232-5492.
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