Sample Op Ed and Press Release for Local Media
NWA has drafted a sample press release and a sample op ed for you to connect with your local media about the importance of protecting WIC from funding cuts in the deficit reduction talks. Gaining local media coverage will help draw attention to the potential impact of WIC funding cuts in communities across the nation. These drafts are purely samples and should be tailored to your state or agency. While information provided is at the national level, we strongly encourage you to include local data and stories to make the story more relevant to your area.

Press Release (Click Here): There are highlighted sections that will need to be customized with your contact information, agency, date, etc. Obtaining a quote from your State or Local WIC Director can help emphasize the urgency of the information. Including a quote from a participant is a great way to make statistics appear more human – make sure to get permission first. 

Op Ed (Click Here):  In the sample, there are highlighted sections that could be replaced with local data. You may also consider modifying the heading. If you plan to submit an Op Ed, it will need to have an author who has expertise in the topic. An Op Ed is an opinion piece, so this is your chance to incorporate local information and pertinent stories and quotes. They should emphasize WIC’s impact on your community and what cutting WIC funds could mean to the women and children who attend your clinics. Op Eds differ from press releases in that you don’t want several news outlets publishing the same piece. Try to connect with a local publication who may be interested in your piece and ask if they plan to print it. If they do not print it, move on to another outlet.

We hope these samples help get you started. Please contact Samantha Lee at slee@nwica.org with questions.

 

NWA's mission: providing leadership to promote quality nutrition services; advocating for services for all eligible women, infants and children; and assuring the sound and responsive management of WIC.  

Please direct all questions to NWA at 202-232-5492.
