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Local WIC Providers,

The following is from the American Dietetic Association (ADA) requesting information about the dietetics practice for Registered Dietitians (RDs).  The ADA indicated that they would be soliciting input from Dietetic Practice Groups, affiliates, ADA organizational units, credentialed and non-credentialed practitioners, industry and government segments, alliances, students and other stakeholders in visioning the probable and preferable futures of Registered Dietitians (RD).  They are requesting your input.  You do not need to be an ADA member to provide input.  It takes about 20-30 minutes to respond to several statements related to future practice roles.  Your feedback will assist the ADA Task Force in identifying future practice roles for the Registered Dietitian at entry-level practice as well as experienced-level practice (advanced-level and specialty-level).  This information also will provide a basis for the review and identification of technical support-level personnel roles, competencies and relevant education.  The following is how to provide input to ADA about the dietetics practice:

1. Use the link below to post your response to the statements listed in this message.  The site for posting your feedback will allow you to review other postings.

2. Consider reviewing the posting of other stakeholders before you develop and post your own feedback.  The link to the response site is http://eatright.communityzero.com/phase2 

3. Please review and reflect your response in relation to the following statements:

· Based on your area(s) of expertise, please describe what you see as the probable practice roles (what will likely happen) for the RD in 2017.  Also, please describe what the entry-level RD will do and/or what an experienced RD will do in 2017.

· Again, based on your area(s) of expertise, please describe what you see as the preferable practice roles (what we want to happen) for the RD in 2017.  Also, please describe what the entry-level RD will do and/or what an experienced RD will do in 2017.

· If appropriate, please indicate your area of practice (clinical nutrition, community nutrition, management, consultation & business practice, research or education) and the number of years in practice.  If you are responding as a collective group of individuals, please indicate the total number of respondents, areas of practice for the group and the total number of years in practice.

4. To assist you in this process, please review some examples of probable and preferable practice roles listed below before developing your response.

5. Using the following link, please post your own response http://eatright.communityzero.com/phase2 

EXAMPLES OF PROBABLE AND PREFERABLE PRACTICE ROLES
Concierge Nutritionist (entry-level)

Probable Practice Role: The RD enters private practice as a ‘personal wellness coach’, working with individuals in their homes to bring health and fitness information in a highly personalized way.  The RD will provide personalized assistance with healthy menu planning and cooking techniques as well as the source of specialized items to meet dietary needs.

Preferred Practice Role: In grocery stores, the RD is an expected and welcomed staff member.  RDs are found interacting with shoppers in supermarkets and grocery stores, even in smaller communities.  The RD will consult with shoppers regarding label-reading, menu development, recipe ideas and questions, organic food queries, etc.

Behavioral Nutritionist (specialty-level)

Probable Practice Role: The RD working closely with psychologists and exercise physiologists, will draw on specialized knowledge of food and nutrition to guide individuals and small groups to effective interventions relating to eating behaviors, exercise and health habits in institutional, community and home settings.

Preferred Practice Role: The RD will utilize specialized knowledge of food, nutrition, genetics, molecular nutrition, culture and lifestyle to tailor recommendations for individuals to set and track achievement of personally established goals.  Effectiveness of individual providers/multidisciplinary teams in all settings (institutional, community, home) will be measured and published.

International Nutrition Specialist (advanced-level)

Probable Practice Role: The RD working closely with other health professionals will use knowledge of food and nutrition in international settings concerned with global and local food, nutrition, and health issues to guide policies.  The RD will develop, implement and evaluate international, national and community programs.

Preferred Practice Role: The RD will utilize knowledge of food, nutrition, genetics, molecular nutrition, culture, lifestyle, anthropology, and economics in multidisciplinary, international settings teams.  The RD will lead teams to develop, implement and evaluate programs, and establish policies to combat nutrition-related health issues for governmental, educational, profit and non-profit organizations.

If you have any questions contact Vicki Strickland at Vicki.Strickland@dhss.mo.gov.
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