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POLICY:
The local agency shall not count as income anything excluded by federal regulations.

PURPOSE:
To define what is not considered income in determining WIC income eligibility.

PROCEDURES:

A.
Non-cash income or benefits will not be considered income by the local agency.

B.
The local agency shall not count as income the following.

1.
The value of:

a.
In-kind housing or other benefits.

b.
Bartered services.

2.
Housing allowances for military service personnel:

a.
The basic allowance for housing (BAH) received by military families, living in the United States.   This includes payments for both off-base housing and for privatized on-base housing.

b.
Family separation housing (FSH) provided to military personnel in overseas housing with military families continuing to receive BAH in the United States.

c.
Overseas housing allowance (OHA) provided to military personnel living overseas. 

3.
The cost of living allowance the family receives when the military member is assigned and lives overseas, but the family (participant) lives within the United States.  This is referred to as overseas continental United States cost-of-living allowance (OCONUS COLA).  Refer to ER# 3.01900 for continental U.S. allowance (CONUS COLA).

4.
Volunteer payments through:

a.
Title I and II of the Domestic Volunteer Service Act of 1973 (VISTA and others, and RSVP, SCP, foster grandparents and others).

b.
Section 8(b)(1)(B) of the Small Business Act (SCORE and ACE).

5.
Payments through:

a.
The Job Training Partnership Act (JTPA).

b.
Summer youth employment and training programs (SYETP).

c.
Programs for Native Americans.

d.
Migrant and Seasonal Farmworkers Program.

e.
Veterans Employment Programs.

f.
Job Corps.

g.
HUD rent subsidies.

h.
The Uniform Relocation Assistance and Real Property Acquisition Policies Act of 1970 as amended in 1987. This is for persons displaced from their homes by federal or state projects.

i.
The Civil Liberties Act of 1988 (Japanese internment camps).

j. Dislocated worker programs.

k. The prescription drug discount card program.

l. Family Subsistence Supplemental Allowance (FSSA) payments.  This income exclusion ends September 30, 2006. 

m. Payments received by property owners under the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) for flood mitigation activities.

6.
Cash stipend from the Division of Mental Retardation & Developmental Disabilities for purchasing goods & services for a family member with a developmental disability.

7.
The value of assistance to children or their families under the:

a.
National School Lunch Act.

b.
Child Nutrition Act of 1966 (Special Milk, School Breakfast, Summer Food Service, and Child & Adult Care Food Programs).

c.
Food Stamp Act of 1977.

8.
Benefits received through childcare grant programs under:

a.
Section 402(g)(1)(E) of the Social Security Act, as amended by the Family Support Act.  These include these programs operated through Family Services.

i.
Transitional Child Care (At-Risk) program.

ii.
Futures (JOBS) program.

b.
Childcare and Development Block Grant.

9.
Student financial assistance which meets all the following criteria.

a.
Used to pay for costs of attending the institution at least half time, but not for room and board or dependent care. Institutional attendance costs include:

i.
Tuition and fees.

ii.
Books and supplies.

iii.
Transportation.

iv.
Miscellaneous personal expenses for the student.

b.
Provided through any of the following under Title IV of the Higher Education Act of 1965:

i.
Pell Grants.

ii.
Supplemental Educational Opportunity Grant.

iii.
Stafford Loans.

iv.
Perkins Loans.

v.
PLUS Loans/Supplemental loans for students.

vi.
College Work Study.

vii.
Byrd Honor Scholarship programs.

10. Tax refunds:

a. Federal tax refunds

b. State tax refunds

c. Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC), federal and/or state

11.
Gifts periodically given.

12.
Loans of any kind which must be repaid.

13.
Reimbursements for expenses incurred such as:

a.
Business expenses.

b.
Medical bills.

14.
Lump sum payments or large cash settlements received by family (economic unit) as reimbursements for lost assets or injuries.  For other cash income, Refer to ER# 3.01900, "Income Inclusions".

15.
Other income related to payments to Native Americans, including:

a.
From certain submarginal land of the U.S. which is held in trust for certain Indian tribes.

b.
From the disposition of funds to the Grand River Band of Ottawa Indians.

c.
Under the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act.

d.
To the Confederated Tribes and Bands of the Yakima Indian Nation or the Apache Tribe of the Mescalero Reservation.

e.
To the Passamaquoddy Tribe and the Penobscot Nation or any of their members received pursuant to the Main Indian Claims Settlement Act of 1981.

