Special Supplemental Nutrition Program for Women, Infants and Children (WIC)

Missouri


	Program Description

· The WIC program prescribes and pays for nutritious foods to supplement the diets of pregnant women, mothers who breastfeed for 1 year and mothers who formula feed for 6 months, infants and children up to their 5th birthday who qualify as “nutritionally at-risk” and meet Federal Poverty Guidelines. Program participants are reassessed every 6 months to determine eligibility status.

· The WIC program also provides nutrition education, breastfeeding promotion and support, conducts immunization screenings and appropriate referrals to address the WIC participant’s need.

· WIC participants obtain their foods by redeeming food checks for specific items at local grocery stores and pharmacies.
	Key Statistics and Data

· In FFY 06, an average of 36,277 women, 37,552 infants and 58,660 children received services each month.

· In FFY 06 WIC services were provided by 105 local public health agencies, 5 federally qualified health centers, 4 community action agencies, 3 hospitals and 1 faith based organization.

· In FFY 06 WIC foods were available from 740 grocery stores and pharmacies.



	
	Major Accomplishments and Products

· The percent of pregnant women enrolled in WIC in the first trimester of pregnancy increased from 40% in FFY 01 to 62% in FFY 06.

· The percent of eligible children, 1-5 years of age, served by WIC increased from 48% in FFY 01 to 53% in FFY 06.

· The percent of eligible women, infants and children (up to age 5), served by WIC increased from 72% in FFY 01 to 79% in FFY 06.

· WIC supported 47 breastfeeding peer counseling programs in local WIC agencies to increase initiation and duration of breastfeeding.

· Missouri developed the Program for Dietetic Interns that provides an internship for local WIC agency nutritionists.  This program provides advanced training to qualify to become registered dietitians; accept 4 interns annually.

· Many WIC resources including updated lists of WIC clinics and vendors and nutrition education resources are available on the Department’s web site.

· On-line training for cashiers is available on the Department’s web site.

· Annual training for WIC providers and vendors is provided at no cost.

	Program History and Authority

· Congress created the WIC program in 1972 in response to studies showing that children failed to reach their full potential when they do not have enough or the right foods to eat.

· The Missouri Department of Health and Senior Services has administered the WIC program since 1974.

State:
RSMo 192.005

Federal:
42 USC 1786, Child Nutrition Act of 1966, Section 17, Chapter 7 Code of Federal Regulations, Section 246
	· 

	FFY06 Budget Summary1
Nutrition Services Administration Funds:
$20,991,555

Food Funds:
$52,396,654

Formula Rebate
$30,875,468

Program Total:
$104,263,677


1 The WIC program is 100% federally funded.
	

	Impact of President’s Proposed Budget

· Limiting nutrition services funding to $14.12 per WIC participant would result in less funding for Missouri’s local WIC providers.

· Missouri local agencies already contribute in-kind funds for WIC services; any additional match requirement would be an additional burden. 

· Missouri is in the process of planning for a new WIC data system.  The current system is over 15 years old.  Lack of designated funding for MIS would stop this critical improvement.

· Limiting adjunctive eligibility would require local WIC providers to conduct eligibility determinations on over 121,000 infant and children who are currently adjunct eligible because they are on Medicaid and result in <1% of infants and children ineligible for services.
	Contact Information

Lyn Konstant, Chief

WIC and Nutrition Services

Missouri Department of Health and Senior Services

930 Wildwood, P.O. Box 570

Jefferson City, MO 65102-0570

Phone:  573-751-6204 or 800-392-8209

E-mail: Lyn.Konstant@dhss.mo.gov
Website:  www.dhss.mo.gov/wic/




