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December 22, 2005

TO:  Local WIC Provider Administrators, WIC Coordinators and WIC Nutrition Coordinators

Local WIC Provider staff asked for information during the Program Updates Training in October to be sent out in the Monday Email regarding the frequently identified monitoring findings specific to Risk Factors.  Correctly identifying and documenting Risk Factors assures potential participant eligibility is successfully determined.  Below are possible problem areas for your awareness.
Example referencing the supporting documentation: 

If an infant is assigned risk factor E6, the mother’s prenatal risk factor should be documented on the Infant’s WIC 2 or on the H208 screen or the Direct Entry (HWPR).  
Also, when assigning risk factor E4 the infant’s risk factor should be documented on the WIC 1 or on the H208 screen or the Direct Entry (HWPR).    Z1, Z3 and any other RF assigned for a medical diagnosis must include documentation in chart to support it.  Refer to WOM 2.02800 and 2.03000 for procedure.  Risk factor A7 requires documentation of the mother or father’s data on the information section of the growth chart, on another document in the participant chart such as the certification form, or on the H208 screen.

Example of incorrect risk factors assigned: 

If an E1 (For Regression) is assigned, there should be no other risk factor assigned.  Risk factor X3 is also assigned incorrectly when there is less than 5 months 16 days since the previous weight.

Risk Factors Regarding Growth Charts: 

If the growth chart is not recorded and or plotted correctly risk factors may be assigned incorrectly or missed.

Example of risk factors missed when indicated appropriate:  

When a breastfeeding or post partum woman’s total gestational weight gain exceeded the upper limit of the IOM’s recommended range based on pre-pregnancy BMI, A2 should have been assigned.  Also, please note that risk factors E6 and E7 may be assigned together, when appropriate, as well as risk factors X1 and X2.

Risk factor that is frequently missed for infants is D2:  

To correctly complete a 24-hour dietary recall, the time of each feeding along with amount fed must be listed.  Also, how the formula is mixed, when applicable, must be documented.  These details are necessary so that all of the assessment components on the NPE19 (Infant Nutrition Assessment form) can be reviewed and appropriate risk factors assigned. 

If you have questions specific to the above Risk Factors in reference to monitoring findings, please contact Carol Steinman, carol.steinman@dhss.mo.gov or 1-800-392-8209.
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