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Fact #1:             Newborn screening touches nearly
 every baby born in the United States

Almost everyone born in Missouri since 1965 has probably had a newborn screen.
The few drops of blood collected on a bloodspot specimen card was sent to the 
Missouri State Public Health Laboratory for testing.  Trained scientists tested 
the blood for potentially devastating heritable and congenital conditions that are 
treatable, but difficult or impossible to detect without deliberate testing.

In 2013, there were 75,390 babies born in Missouri and 224 babies were confirmed 
positive for one of the disorders for which Missouri screens.  This equates to 
approximately 11 classrooms of children each year.

Without the early interventions enabled by newborn screening, many of these 
babies would suffer lifelong disabilities or early death.  In addition, their families 
would be forced to undergo costly diagnostic odysseys to figure out why their 
babies are failing to thrive or why they died so young.  








