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Childhood Lead Poisoning Prevention Advocates!

Lead poisoning remains a major environmental health concern for children today.  The best way to address lead poisoning is through primary prevention.  One method of doing this is to focus on preventing lead poisoning in pregnant women.  This can help prevent lead poisoning in their children.  In Missouri, we will use this theme in a statewide press release during a childhood lead poisoning prevention campaign January 28 – February 3, 2007.  During this time, we would like you to partner with OB-GYNs and other healthcare providers that treat women in hospitals and clinics statewide.  Join us in participating in the “Cradle Your Baby from Lead Exposure” campaign.  We encourage you to use the attached materials in the campaign during the week of January 28 – February 3, 2007.  Feel free to continue using these materials after the campaign has ended.

The campaign goal is to increase blood lead screening, testing, and education of pregnant women.  By targeting pregnant women, you may find lead poisoning before it becomes a problem for their unborn children.  The campaign strategy is to work with your local hospitals and clinics during the campaign to promote Childhood Lead Poisoning Prevention.

Materials provided for the campaign include:

1. Prenatal Assessment Questionnaire, to be given to new mothers by healthcare professionals that serve pregnant women, including but not limited to health departments (e.g. nurses doing home visits), hospitals, clinics, healthcare facilities, and health maintenance organizations.  The healthcare professional should use this questionnaire when performing a lead risk assessment of the pregnant woman as part of the first prenatal visit.  The questionnaire is designed to be self-administered, with the responses being reviewed by the healthcare provider to clarify any unknown or incomplete responses.  Any positive response to the questionnaire should be considered an indication of lead poisoning risk to both the fetus and pregnant woman.  The completed questionnaire should become part of the woman’s medical record.  Healthcare professionals identifying a pregnant woman with a risk factor(s) should take the appropriate steps to refer the pregnant woman to a licensed physician or healthcare provider for a blood lead test. 

2. Lead Testing Survey/Record, to be distributed to new mothers through healthcare professionals that serve pregnant women (see #1 for examples).  Because new mothers tend to feel very overwhelmed, this may be more effective if given before the birth of their babies, e.g. when they tour the place where they will give birth, or about two weeks after giving birth.  It may be placed in gift kits given to new mothers when they leave the hospital.  This survey is designed to be self-administered, preferably, yearly.  Its purpose is to educate parents of the risk factors of lead poisoning and help them identify potential lead poisoning in their children.  It includes a blood lead testing record, which is similar to an immunization record, where healthcare professionals will record blood lead testing information.  It can be shared with child care facilities and other healthcare providers to distribute.  It is to be printed on one page, two-sided.
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3. Pregnancy and Lead Poisoning Factsheet, to be distributed to pregnant women and new mothers.  It may be given with the lead testing survey/record (see #2).  It is to be printed on one page, two-sided.

4. Sample Press Release, to be printed in your local newspaper or newsletters.  You can personalize this by inserting your agency name and information in the designated areas.  

5. Sample Radio Public Service Announcements, to be aired on your local radio station.  You can personalize this by inserting your agency name and information in the designated areas.

6. Pregnancy and Lead Poisoning Flyer, to be posted in facilities where healthcare professionals serve pregnant women (see #1 for examples).  It may also be posted around the community.  The purpose is to make pregnant women aware that they can pass lead to their unborn babies.  The immediate desired outcome is to increase the number of pregnant women being screened and tested for lead poisoning.

7. “Cradle Your Baby From Lead Exposure” Campaign Flyer, to be posted in places where healthcare professionals serve pregnant women (see #1 for examples).  It should also be posted around the community.  The purpose is to pique people’s interest and awareness of childhood lead poisoning prevention and to inform them of the dates of campaign activities.
Remember, by participating you are providing lead poisoning prevention information to people in your community who may not have otherwise received it.  To make this a statewide campaign, please promote childhood lead poisoning prevention January 28 – February 3, 2007 using the materials provided.  You may modify materials #2, 4, 5, 6, and 7 above to ensure they work for your community.  Feel free to reproduce copies of #1 and 3 above or you can obtain copies from Christy Inskip.  If you have questions, contact Christy Inskip at (573) 751-6102.

Thank you for your commitment, together we can reach our goals to prevent and reduce childhood lead poisoning.

Thank you,
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Glenda R. Miller, MPH, BSN, BC, CHNCS

Director, Division of Community and Public Health

www.dhss.mo.gov
Healthy Missourians for life.

The Missouri Department of Health and Senior Services will be the leader in promoting, protecting and partnering for health.

AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY / AFFIRMATIVE ACTION EMPLOYER: Services provided on a nondiscriminatory basis.
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