Things to Think About Regarding Bomb Threats

The Jefferson City Public Schools have experienced several bomb threats this school year.  In each case the principals and the staff have responded by taking the threat seriously and following the district's crisis plan.  We say it often, and we mean it:  student safety is the first priority of our schools.  Still, we understand that parents and community members are concerned about the safety of the schools, and they want to know what is being done to keep our students safe.  Here are a few things to consider:

Emergency Planning:  The Jefferson City Public School District, and each school building, has a comprehensive crisis plan.  Administrators and principals review these plans frequently.  Principals communicate with their staff about emergency plans, and staff work with students so that they understand what to do in any kind of emergency.  Each teacher has either a single sheet for guidelines of what to do in an emergency, or a "flip chart" to refer to if needed.  These are in place should substitutes be in the class as well.  We feel that our staff is very knowledgeable about what to do in case of a crisis situation.

Taking Threats Seriously:  Any threat to the well being of our students and staff is taken seriously.  Our principals (and for those schools that have them, our School Resource Officers) are highly trained professionals.  When a threat is made, they will immediately begin their investigation, and if the threat is deemed credible, they will follow emergency procedure.  In some cases this means evacuation.  Our staff understands that the act of evacuation must be orderly and precise.  The unfortunate fact is that a hoax threat could potentially lead to a student injury, so principals understand that the decision to evacuate is a very serious commitment.

Do schools evacuate on every threat?  If not, why?  If so, what message does that send to those who may make threats?  Again, all threats are taken seriously, so principals will always consider evacuation, but they also rely on their instincts, their investigative skills, the assistance of other staff members and students, and the assistance of an SRO before a full-scale evacuation.  While such threats are very infrequent, when they occur there may be tale-tell signs that the threat is not credible.  Ultimately, the principal is going to error on the side of caution, but also consider the situation in its entirety.  In any case, the perimeter of the facility is going to be secured, and other safety measures will be implemented at any level of evacuation.

Every school district faces the fact that, at times, bomb threats are made for the expressed purpose of disrupting the school day.  It is our stance that we will take all precautions, but should the threat be deemed "not credible" a full-scale evacuation will not take place (although a modified evacuation may occur). 

The message we want to be heard is that if a person makes a threat on the safety of our schoolchildren, they will suffer the consequences.

What are the schools doing to deter students (and adults) from making false threats?  First, understand that bomb threats are considered terroristic threats, and are a class C felony in Missouri.  Not only do the schools take the threat seriously, but so do our local law enforcement agencies.  Bomb threats WILL lead to criminal charges.  Secondly, because of juvenile privacy laws, schools can't discuss who committed the threat, nor can they discuss the specific discipline that a student will receive for their actions.  What we can say is that bomb threats are a Safe Schools Law violation and, therefore, principals can suspend the individual for up to ten days.  The superintendent may then review the case and may suspend for up to 180 days.  The option of full expulsion may also be considered.  In other words, a student who makes a threat against a school is looking at missing a full year of school.

Finally, any time school is disrupted by a threat, the district will incur the costs of moving students and other potential costs (if a threat were to occur during lunch, many meals would go to waste).  The district has every right to demand restitution from the parents of the student responsible for the disruption.  Costs could range from a few hundred dollars to thousands of dollars.

Is the school district too harsh with those who make bomb threats?  No.  Those who would make threats against the schools need to understand that the mere mention of a bomb will cause a series of steps to be taken that will lead to class disruption, loss of time for student learning, the potential of an accidental injury occurring, the transportation of students with special needs, changes in class and lunch schedules, other potential transportation disruptions, and many other issues.  Threats also cause stress and anxiety for all those involved including students, staff, and parents.  It is the stance of this administration that such threats cannot be tolerated.  If we don't act swiftly and firmly, the message is that this is "no big deal."  It is a big deal.

How can parents and community members help?  We in the Jefferson City Public Schools look as ourselves as part of a greater team - a team made up of schools, parents, community members, businesses, and organizations that call Jefferson City home.  We need parents and community members to help us put the word out regarding the importance of school safety, the ramifications of disrupting our students' lives at school, and the importance of good, safe schools as places that young people can come to learn.  We think our schools are some of the safest places to be at any time.  We encourage our community to help us in any way to keep our schools safe.

Questions?  If you have questions about your child's school, please contact the building principal.  If you have general questions about the district, please call the Office of School-Community Relations, 659-3018.


For more information about the Jefferson City Public Schools, please visit our website at www.jcps.k12.mo.us.

The Jefferson City Public School District respectfully suggests that those attending school district events and open meetings refrain from wearing fragrances.
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