Missouri Adoptee Rights Act
Information for Birth Parents
On July 1, 2016, Governor Nixon signed House Bill 1599 providing adult adoptees born in Missouri with the opportunity to obtain a non-certified copy of their original birth certificate. 
The law also allows a birth parent to state his or her preference for contact by the adoptee by completing a Birth Parent Contact Preference Form and may also share his/her medical history on a Birth Parent Medical History Form provided by the Department.

How do birth parents state their preference for contact with the adoptee?
A birth parent may state his or her preference for contact with the adoptee at any time beginning August 28, 2016, on a Birth Parent Contact Preference Form. The form provides the parent(s) the option of choosing direct contact with the adoptee, contact through an intermediary chosen by the birth parent, or no contact at this time. Birth parent(s) may update their contact preference.  A non-refundable $15 fee must accompany each completed Birth Parent Contact Preference Form. 

A Birth Parent Medical History Form will also be sent to the birth parent when a Birth Parent Contact Preference Form is requested. The form contains medical information about the birth parent(s) and their family. The forms are available on the website at www.health.mo.gov.  

What if the birth parent(s) do not complete a Birth Parent Contact Preference Form?

If neither birth parent has filed a Birth Parent Contact Preference Form, the Department will issue a non-certified copy of the original birth certificate stamped “For genealogical purposes only—not to be used for establishing identity” to the applicant upon request.

What happens when a birth parent(s) completes a Birth Parent Contact Preference Form?
The preference selected by the birth parent determines what action will be taken:
The Department shall not issue a copy of the original birth certificate to the applicant when:

· The applicant does not meet the requirements of section 193.125, RSMo and 19 CSR 10-10.130; or

· Both birth parents have filed a Birth Parent Contact Preference Form indicating that they prefer not to be contacted or prefer contact through an intermediary.

The Department shall issue a non-certified, unredacted copy of the original birth certificate stamped “For genealogical purposes only—not to be used for establishing identity” upon request to a qualified applicant when:

· The original birth certificate lists two (2) parents and neither birth parent has filed a Birth Parent Contact Preference Form; 

· The original birth certificate lists two (2) parents and both birth parents have filed a Birth Parent Contact Preference Form indicating that he/she prefers to be contacted; 

· The original birth certificate lists two (2) parents and one (1) parent has filed a Birth Parent Contact Preference Form indicating that he/she prefers to be contacted and the other parent has not filed a Birth Parent Contact Preference Form;

· The original birth certificate only lists one (1) parent and that parent has filed a Birth Parent Contact Preference Form indicating that he/she prefers to be contacted; or

· The original birth certificate only lists one (1) parent and that parent has not filed a Birth Parent Contact Preference Form.

The Department shall issue a non-certified copy of the original birth certificate stamped “For genealogical purposes only—not to be used for establishing identity” to the applicant with the identifying information redacted for the birth parent who indicated they preferred not to be contacted or preferred to be contacted through an intermediary when:
· The original birth certificate only lists one (1) parent and that birth parent has filed a Birth Parent Contact Preference Form indicating that he/she  prefers not to be contacted or prefers contact by an intermediary;

· The original birth certificate lists two (2) parents and one (1) birth parent has filed a Birth Parent Contact Preference Form indicating that he/she prefers not to be contacted or prefers contact through an intermediary and the other parent has not filed a Birth Parent Contact Preference Form; or

· The original birth certificate lists two (2) parents and one (1) birth parent has filed a Birth Parent Contact Preference Form indicating that he/she prefers not to be contacted or prefers contact through an intermediary and the other parent has filed a Birth Parent Contact Preference Form indicating that he/she prefers to be contacted.
What does redact mean?
To obscure or remove identifying information.

What is the definition of “identifying information”?

“Identifying information” includes the name, date of birth, age, race, place of birth, occupation/industry/business and address of the birth parent(s); any part of the child’s name or any other name containing surnames of either birth parent; and informant name.
What happens if the Birth Parent Contact Preference Form and/or Birth Parent Medical History Form cannot be matched to the correct original birth certificate?
If the Department is unable to identify the correct original birth certificate based upon the information provided by the birth parent(s) on the form, the Department will return the form to the birth parent(s).
If I am not a birth parent, can I complete a Birth Parent Contact Preference Form and Birth Parent Medical History Form?

No. Forms will only be accepted from a birth parent. 

If a birth parent completes a Birth Parent Contact Preference Form and requests no contact, does that mean they will never be contacted by the adoptee?

No. The adoptee may still make contact with the birth parent based on information received from other sources. 

What does intermediary mean?

The person or agency identified by the birth parent to act as a means of contact between the birth parent and adoptee.
Can the birth parent(s) provide other items, such as a letter or a photo, for the Department to give to the adoptee?
No. Applicants or others shall not send to the Department items other than the forms prescribed by this regulation (e.g., letters, papers, photos, mementos, etc.). Any such items sent to the Department will be discarded.
Can adoptees receive copies of their birth parents’ vital records, such as birth, marriage or death certificates?

No, they cannot. 
Will any of the information that the birth parent(s) provide on the Birth Parent Medical History Form be used for statistical purposes?

The Department will not use the information on the Cover Sheet for Birth Parent Medical History Form or Birth Parent Medical History Form for statistical or any other purposes and will not disclose the information on the Birth Parent Medical History Form to anyone other than the adoptee or the adoptee’s attorney.
When can the Birth Parent Medical History Form be updated?
A birth parent may change or update the Birth Parent Medical History Form at any time by completing a new Cover Sheet for Birth Parent Medical History Form and Birth Parent Medical History Form and mailing the forms to the Department.

Can the original birth certificate be amended?

No, it cannot. 
When can adoptees obtain copies of their original birth certificate?

An adoptee born before 1941 may request a copy of his or her original birth certificate beginning August 28, 2016.  

Adoptees born during or after 1941 may request a copy of his or her original birth certificate beginning January 1, 2018. Applications for original birth certificates for adoptees born during or after 1941 will not be accepted at this time and will be returned to the applicant.

Where can I locate a copy of the law?

The Missouri Adoptee Rights Act can be found here: http://www.house.mo.gov/billtracking/bills161/billpdf/truly/HB1599T.PDF.
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